SO ян. TM "20000 
GUESSING YOU HAVE YOURE OKAY WITH ME 
QUESTIONS. ASKING THEM, I REALLY 
REALLY WANT TO ASK 

THEM SOMETIME 


UKE, REALLY 
WANT TO. 


NOW I NEED TO 
REMEMBER THAT THERE 
WAS A REASON I 
FOLLOWED YOU INTO 
THAT STAIRWELL! 


FOLLOWED? YOU DIDN'T 
JUST HAPPEN TO BE THERE? 


NO, I... NEEDED 
TO TALK TO YOU. 
ABOUT SUSAN. 


SORT OF? WE HAVE А COUPLE 
CLASSES TOGETHER, AND LIKE Т 
SAID, I WATCH YOUR REVIEW 
'SHOW. SHE SEEMS COOL. 


BUT I WANTED TO TALK 

BECAUSE I'M PRETTY SURE TOM, 

МУ MANIPULATIVE EX-BOYFRIEND, 

15 TRYING TO MANIPULATE SUSAN 
INTO ASKING HIM OUT. 


MWUH-HAHAHAHA! 


DATE ME, OR I WILL KICK 
ALL OF THE PUPPIESI 


YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND! TOM 
IS SNEAKY! HE TREATS EVERY- 
THING LIKE IT'S A CHESS GAME, 
AND HE LIKES MAKING PEOPLE 
DO WHAT HE WANTS WHILE 
THINKING IT WAS THEIR IDEA! 


"IT'S LIKE, YOU COULD 
HAVE А SANDWICH? AND 
HE'LL WANT TO EAT THE 
SANDWICH, BUT НЕ 
WON'T ASK YOU FOR IT." 


OKAY... SO HE'S А CHESS I DONT KNOW HER LIKE YOU 


HE'S ALREADY 
PLAYING JERK. I STILL DON'T DO, BUT I WOULDN'T BE TOO " 
THINK WE NEED TO WORRY ‘SURE, I COULDN'T HELP BUT STALKED TO нені 
ABOUT HIM GETTING ANY- OVERHEAR THEM YESTERDAY 

WHERE WITH SUSAN. BECAUSE WE WERE IN А 


YEAH. SUSAN WAS 

mer 
SHE'S NOT INTERESTED "AND TOM SWoGPED IN τὸ 
IN DATING. OR PHYSICAL CHEER HER UP 
CONTACT. Oh Chess.) 


THAT BASTARD, YEAH, SOMETHING T THOUGHT MAYBE BUT THEN HE 
MAT. SUSAN ABOUT PEOPLE NOT HE REALLY WAS LI SUDDENLY WALKED AWAY 
WAS UPSET? LIKING HER? TOM JUST BEING NICE... / AND SAID HE WOULDN'T 

SAID PEOPLE DO LIKE "BOTHER HER" AGAIN 
HER, BUT SHE'S AFTER HE'D CLEARLY 
INTIMIDATING. MADE HER LIKE HIM. 


ΕΠ ЕЕ FE assume so` 
War E το, 
[T Dp. 


OKAY, SO... WHAT 
HUH? OH. YEAH, THAT MAKES 
WERE YOU SAVING BEFORE // uH. Чой Talk SENSE, BUT. 
TO SUSAN MYSELF, 
BUT ME BIASED 
CRAZY ЕХ. RAR” 


ARENT 
I GOING TO 
HAVE TO TELL 
HER WHO I 
HEARD THIS 
FROM 
ANYWAY? 


f O NY GOD HOW on NOTHING! I'M... JUST 
THINK ОР TRYING TO FIGURE OUT 
( MUST BE THE DUMBEST HOW TO GIVE MYSELF 
CREDIBILITY SO SUSAN 

WILL LISTEN TO. 


TELL... WHAT? | for 

TOLD you THIS, EVEN Y ( WHY WOULD т 

THOUGH I THOUGHT DO THAT? 
YOU LIKED HER. 


7 THAT SHOULD BE ALL YOU. 
NEED I'M GOING TO GO НОЕ 
FOREVER NOW BYE 


= GND YOU TOLD ME ALL OF 
УЕН ATER YOU THÉ STUPE AWAY ALL re 
ме YOU KN а T WANTED TO БЕ Мт 
SN, BECAUSE YOU τοσο 

VAS THE Абит THING TO б 


YEAH, I DO. I 
MEAN, WE SHOULD 
GET TO KNOW EACH 
OTHER BETTER. 
BUT... WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO. UM. 


‘SHOOT. 1S IT 

WRONG FOR ME 

TO ASK YOU QUT 
RIGHT NOW? 


TM NOT SURE. 
IT IS SORT OF 
WEIRD TIMING, 


I DID JUST 
BREAK UP WITH. 

SARAH A COUPLE 
WEEKS AGO. 


AND WE SHOULD 
PROBABLY BE FOCUSING 
ON SUSAN... PLUS, YOU 
HAVEN'T CONFIRMED. 
THAT TM TELLING THE 
TRUTH YET. 


YOU ARE 
TELLING THE 
TRUTH, ARENT 


YES! YOU'D KNOW IF I 
WASN'T. I'M A HORRIBLE 
ACTOR! BUUUT WE JUST 
ЖЕТ, 50 YOU WOULDNT 
KNOW THAT, 50. 


VEAH, NOW'S PROBABLY 
NOT THE "RIGHT TIME" 
TO ASK YOU OUT. 


WELL, ΤΝ GONNA DO 
IT ANYWAY. WANNA GO 
‘OUT SOMETIME? 


Shortly after Elliot and Ashley went upstairs. 


даи 


А THANK YOU. 


COMMENTER 


E> = 


RIGHT RIGHT 
RIGHT. 


I WAS TOO DISTRACTED BY WEAPON 

MERCHANTS USING DITTOS ТО POSE AS 

FOUNDERS IN AN ATTEMPT TO REIGNITE 
HOSTILITIES WITH THE DOMINION. 


HEY, CAN YOU WATCH MY 
BAG FOR A MINUTE? I NEED TO 
GO TALK WITH SOMEONE. 


IT 15 MORE 
THAN А CHALLENGE, 
THOUGH IT IS THAT. 
THE QUEEN IS MEANT 
TO BE MINE. 


I KNOW YOU N 
LIKE A CHALLENGE, 
BUT SERIOUSLY, 

TOM? THE HAMMER 


RRRRRRIIIIIGHT. 
HEY, ISN'T THAT HER 
WALKING THIS WAY? 


INDEED IT 
IS! Excuse. 
ME. 


SUSAN! GOOD MA 

Л 1 MISSED YOU 

MORNING, Й ONLINE LAST 
NIGHT. 


МО PROBLEM. 1. 
UH... I WANTED TO 
TALK TO YOU ABOUT 
SOMETHING. 


å THIS 15 EMBARRASSING, SORT OF THING 
WHAT'S UP? J тм NOT USED TO THIS 1S THAT? 
SORT OF THING. 


3 WELL. AH... UGH. ОН? AND WHAT 


I'M PROBABLY ABOUT 
TO SOUND SO STUPID, 
BUT HERE I GO. I. 
WANT TO MAKE SURE Т 
DIDN'T GIVE YOU THE 
WRONG IMPRESSION 
‘YESTERDAY. 


YEAH, IT'S JUST... I DONT 
SORRY, “WRONG REALLY KNOW IF IT CAME OFF LIKE 
IMPRESSION?" I WAS... FLIRTING YESTERDAY? 


ICANT Ñ 
BELEVEL Y 

JUST SAID 
THAT. 


T WASN'T, IN 
ANY CASE. IM 
НОТ INTERESTED 
IN DATING. 


I KNOW, I MUST Ой MAYBE I WASN'T 
SOUND STUPID. AND SENDING MIXED YOU JUST. VES! WELL, го LIKE 
CONCEITED. AND MAYBE | | SIGNALS BEFORE, AND WANT TO ΒΕ if TO TALK SOME MORE, 
SOME OTHER THINGS, NOW MAYBE I AM? FRIENDS. AT LEAST. I HOPE 
BUT I WANT TO ВЕ UM... I MENTIONED ΤΉ. YOU DIDN'T THINK. 
SURE I'M NOT SENDING | | NOT USED TO THIS? 
MIXED SIGNALS. 


ASSUME 1 WOULD LOVE THE 7 То LIKE TO 
μον OPPORTUNITY TO GET TO TALK MORE, 
we seer KNOW YOU BETTER. WE BUT ГМ REALLY 
САМ ALWAYS DECIDE IF WE NOT LOOKING 
WANT TO DATE LATER. FOR ROMANCE, 


IVE ALREADY 
DECIDED. 


NOT AT ALL! ΤΝ 1 WOULDN'T PERHAPS, 

JUST ACKNOWLEDGING | / WANT TO DATE А BUT you CAN'T uf DOESNT WANT TO DATE 
THE POSSIBILITY ОР || FRIEND, AND FRIEND- TRULY PREDICT | | “ме vou seem REALLY 
FEELINGS GROWING SHP IS ALL TM HOW YOU'LL DETERMINED TO KEEP 
FROM FRIENDSHIP то || LOOKING FOR RIGHT FEEL IN- THAT POSSIBILITY OPEN. 

MORE LATER. NOW. I WON'T WANT 
TO DATE YOU LATER. 


I'M SORRY. ГМ THE ONE 
BEING STUPID. IT'S JUST, 
I WASN'T EVEN THINKING 
ABOUT US GOING OUT 
BEFORE, AND NOW. 


I SUPPOSE I 
CAN UNDERSTAND. 
THAT, BUT ΤΑ NOT 
REJECTING YOU. 


IT'S STUPID, 
BUT ICANT 
HELP BUT FEEL 
REJECTED. 


TOM? WHY DID 

YOU APOLOGIZE 

FOR MISSING ME 
LAST NIGHT? 


I WASNT 
LOGGED IN TO 
THE MESSENGER 
LAST NIGHT. 


THEN HOW 
DO YOU KNOW I 
WAS? I DIDN'T 
SAY I WAS 
GOING TO BE. 


YOU SENT МЕ 
YOUR PERSONAL 
SCREEN NAME. I 
JUST ASSUMED. 


THAT'S ABSURD. 
HAD I BEEN, YOU 
WOULD HAVE 
SEEN МУ- 


YOU SAID, WITHOUT 
HESITATION, "I'M SORRY I 
MISSED YOU". NO “IF”, NO 
QUESTION IF YOU HAD. 
YOU WERE CERTAIN. YOU. 
WERE ONLINE. 


AWARE OF 
INVISIBLE 
MODE. 


OKAY. YES, IT'S TRUE. I WAS 
ONLINE, BUT 1 WAS NERVOUS. г 
WANTED TO TALK, BUT. 


YOU'VE BEEN NOTHING WHY DID YOU 

BUT CONFIDENT WITH SUDDENLY WALK 

ME, WHICH BEGS THE AWAY FROM ME 
QUESTION: YESTERDAY? 


BOTHERING ME?! 
I WAS SMILING AT 
YOU! YOU'RE THE 
WORST LIAR EVER! 


NOT WHEN 
А MARK GOES 
OFF-SCRIPT. 
YOU'RE NOT. 


YOU WANT 
THE TRUTH? 
FINE. 


I LIKE YOU. TREY ро N e W вит DONT 
THINK YOU'RE А BADASS. 05% REALLY LIKE THE 

15 MY FAVORITE STAR TREK, REST OF THEM 
MUCH. I JUST THINK 
VOU'RE CUTE WHEN 


YOU FAN-GIRL 


I KNEW YOU'D NEVER 
БАУ VES TO ANYONE ASKING 
YOU OUT, SO I TRIED TO 
MAKE IT SO YOU'D ASK МЕ 
OUT INSTEAD. 


PEOPLE CHOOSE THEIR 
WORDS CAREFULLY AND 
TELL SMALL LIES ON А 
DAILY BASIS TO GET THE 
REACTIONS THEY WANT 
FROM OTHER PEOPLE. 


IT'S WORKED. 

FOR NE BEFORE, 
1 THOUGHT IT 
MIGHT AGAIN. 


WHETHER IT'S TRYING TO 
GET SOMEONE TO DO SOME- 
THING, THINK SOMETHING, FEEL 


SOMETHING, WHATEVER. 


TM MORE 
HONEST THAN 
MOST, REALLY. 


AT LEAST I 
ADMIT IT TO 
MYSELF. 


YOU'VE DONE 

IT, I VE DONE 

IT, WE'VE ALL 
DONE IT. 


YOU'RE NOT ENTIRELY 
WRONG. PRETTY MUCH EVERYONE 
LIES A LITTLE AND IS SELECTIVE 
OF WHAT THEY SHARE FOR ONE 
REASON OR ANOTHER. 


вит MOST 
PEOPLE ARE AT 
LEAST TRYING 
ТО ВЕ GOOD. 


SPARING FEELINGS, PROTECTING 
THEMSELVES OR OTHERS, BEING 
CAREFUL BECAUSE THEY KNOW A TOPIC 
15 UPSETTING, SIMPLY NOT WANTING 
TO SHARE SOMETHING PRIVATE. 


SOMETIMES. 
ITS OKAY, SOME- 
TIMES ITS NOT. 
BUT THE INTENT 
15 USUALLY 
DECENT, AT 
LEAST. 


YOU, ON THE OTHER HAND, KNEW I 

WOULD SAY NO TO DATING, AND INSTEAD OF 
RESPECTING MY WISHES, YOU ATTEMPTED TO 
MANIPULATE ME TO GET WHAT YOU WANTED. 


you PUT 
YOUR OWN. 
DESIRES FIRST, 
TREATED MY 
FEELINGS UKE 
THEY WERE SOME 
SORT OF GAME, 
AND YOU'VE 
APPARENTLY 
DONE IT 


DO YOU WANT TO KNOW \ fT DON'T TRUST 
WHAT'S TRULY SAD? WE Ù you. I suspect 
COULD HAVE BEEN FRIENDS. П "many PEOPLE 
МЕ STILL COULD HAVE HAD || DON'T TRUST 
SOMETHING MEANINGFUL, You. 


KEEP DOING WHAT YOU'RE 
DOING, TOM, AND YOU WILL 
GROW OLD, SAD, AND ALONE, 
AND WONDERING WHY SO MANY 
PEOPLE DON'T LIKE YOU. 


m 


I SUGGEST YOU STRIVE 


FOR SOMETHING BETTER. 


HURTING TOM WOULD JUST 
MAKE YOU LOOK JEALOUS AND 
HURT YOUR CHANCES WITH. 
SUSAN. гм TELLING YOU THIS 
50 YOU САМ TALK ТО HER. 


THAT WAS JUST МУ 
WAY OF SAVING I DON'T 
LIKE HIM. I WASN'T 

SERIOUSLY GOING То. 


ТО TALK TO HER MYSELF, BUT 
I'M THE BIASED "CRAZY ЕХ”. HECK, 
I WOULDN'T WANT TO LISTEN TO 


You AND 
WAT WAT AS а FRIEND 

ИЗ ПЕТ f ёле sure 
CHANGES? WHAT i 


МЕ. I CAN'T EXPECT HER TO-- psi RIGHT? TO DATE HER. 


он. LIM SORRY, IT'S 
JUST... I GOT THE ‘SUSAN IS GREAT 
IMPRESSION FROM AND. YEAH, SHE'S 
YOUR SHOW THAT ATTRACTIVE, BUT Т 
MAYBE... YOU KNOW. REALLY LIKE THE 
FRIENDSHIP WE 
HAVE NOW. 


SHE'S ALSO BEST 
FRIENDS WITH MY 
EX-GIRLFRIEND, 
SARAH, WHO TM 
STILL GOOD FRIENDS 
WITH, AND SUSAN'S 
NOT INTERESTED IN 
DATING PEOPLE. 


‘SUSAN AND 
І ARENT 


Ë HAPPENING. 


SUSAN? ARE 
YOU OKAY? WHAT 


TM SORRY, I 

SHOULD HAVE ASKED. 

SPONTANEOUS HUGGING? 
IS THIS ACCEPTABLE? 


ARE YOU ΤΙΝ GONNA HAVE ТО GRANTED, MY GUT ALSO KEEPS 
SURE ABOUT ) ( MENTION YOU ANYWAY. MY GUT TELLING ME THAT HOT WINGS ARE 
THIS? TELLS ME IT'LL BE BETTER IF А GOOD IDEA. BUT ГМ GONNA 

SUSAN HEARS IT FROM YOU. TRUST IT ON THIS ONE. 


HECK NO. THEN 
WE WOULDN'T ABOUT TIME! WHAT 


SHOULD. HAVE TALKED. TOOK HIM so. 


IN THE FIRST 


WAIT, WHO'S THAT GIRL WITH tot v / WOULDN'T 
HIM? WHY WOULD HE COME BACK р MAKE DUPLICATES OF HIS ( ge THE FIRST 


FROM DOING... THAT WITH. , FEMALE FORMS NOW? _ . TIME. 


THERE SHE 
IS! OKAY. ОМ. 
WHAT SHOULD 
WE DO, 
EXACTLY? 


WELL, WERE 
GOING TO TALK TO 
SUSAN, RIGHT? 


THAT'S WEIRD. 
IF EITHER OF 
THEM WERE TO 
POINT AT US, ΤΌ 
EXPECT ELLIOT. 


DID SHE 
JUST POINT 
AT US? 


WHAT'S 
HE DOING 
WITH HER IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE? 


I MEAN. 
SHE'S NOT 
ALONE. DO WE 
ASK TO SPEAK 
IN PRIVATE? 


T DUNNO. THE LAST 
OF THE BUSES ARE 
PROBABLY ARRIVING, 


THIS PLACE 
1S ABOUT TO 
BE PACKED. 


ЕУ СОК TT PROBABLY 

LIKE THEY'RE råk 
TRYING TO Шер 

rigune Some- | | REVIEW SHOW, 


GIVEN HER 
THING OUT. hilt 


THEY LOOKED 
PRETTY HAPPY 
WALKING INTO 
THE CAFETERIA 
TOGETHER. 


ро you 
THINK SHE 

WOULD MIND 
BEING TOLD 
IN FRONT 
OF THEM? 


TOBE THAT'S PROBABLY 
ARS IT. SHE'S A FAN SHOULD. WAVING! 
inal WHO RAN INTO | | ASSUMING IT SHOULD 


ELLIOT AND ISN'T | | 15 THAT. IM 


SURE WHETHER | | wavin THEM RUN?! 
SHE SHOULD BUG 
YOU. TOO. 


ме 


он, BUT OF COURSE YOU KNOW 

UM... HELLO, SUSAN! THAT! I MEAN, HIM. YOU KNOW HIM. 

ТМ ASHLEY, AND THIS YOU DON'T KNOW МЕ, THOUGH ме. 

15 ELLIOT. 00 HAVE SOME CLASSES TOGETHER, 
50 MAYBE YOU DO? 


HELLO! UM... THIS IS A 
LITTLE AWKWARD BUT. 


Q CE 


TO TOM YESTERDAY. 
SHOULD WARN YOU. 


WELL, THAT 
WAS EASIER THAN I 
THOUGHT IT'D BE. 


THAT HE'S A DECEPTIVE 
JERK WHO'S A BIT FULL 


15 THAT 
WHO YOU WERE 


2916Н2 YES. IT'S COMPLICATED. 
ÅBRIDGED VERSION: HE WANTED 
TO DATE ME, KNEW ГО SAY NO. 
AND TRIED TO MANIPULATE МЕ 
INTO ASKING HIM OUT ANYWAY. 


[голе u 
THAT, 1 THOUGHT НЕ MIGHT 
BE NICE TO TALK TO, BUT I 
WANTED TO MAKE IT CLEAR 
THAT I DIDN'T WANT TO DATE 
HIM OR ANYONE ELSE, SO T 
DID, AND HE IMPLODED. 


YOU... FIGURED 
HIM OUT IN LESS 
THAN A DAY? 


I DATED 


ни FOR Two / YOU MUST 
MONTHS Г THINK ΤΑ 
AN IDIOT. 


THINK YOU'RE 
AN IDIOT! 


TM SORRY. THAT 
‘SOUNDED ABOUT TEN 
THOUSAND TIMES 
ANGRIER THAN I HAD 


РЕОРСЕ ARE VULNERABLE 
TO TREACHERY. IT DOESN'T 
MAKE YOU AN IDIOT IF TOM 
DECEIVED YOU. IT MAKES 
HIM А JERK. 


THE ONLY REASON I 
SAW THROUGH HIM SO 
QUICKLY WAS BECAUSE 

HE CHOKED AFTER I 

TOLD HIM I DIDN'T WANT 
TO DATE ANYONE, AND 
EVEN IF I HADN'T, HE'D. 

STILL BE THE JERK 


THERE WERE 
CLUES THAT 
HE WAS LYING 


Fa от To Bran 
А 
НАЕ THE PERSON. 
WHO UED TO 
YOU is! 


THEY'RE THE JERK! THEY'RE. 
THE IDIOT FOR LYING AND NOT 
HAVING MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS! 
THAT 15 NOT YOUR FAULT! 


‘OKAY, WELL... BYE, EVERYONE! Ji 


BYE. AND 
THANKS, 


NO. т DONT 
WANT TO TALK 
ABOUT THAT. 


YEAH, I GOT THAT, 
YOU THINK THEY // YEAH, LIKE, UKE-LKETN | | тоо, WHICH IS WEIRD. U ΗΝ TO A: 
LIKE EACH OTHER? ) ( THEY JUST HAD THAT )|| түе Never seen нм | (TELL HIM TO ASK 
VIBE, YOU KNOW? WITH HER BEFORE. кш 


WE знало) / YOU KNOW. ENCOURAGE AND you'd WELL. YEAH. IVE GOT 
WHAT? ΜΑΝ x DOUET HELL MAKE )| | (ве оклу WITH) ( MIXED FEELINGS BUT I 
A MOVE IF WE DON'T. THAT? WANT US TO MOVE ON. 
P N 


N 


ТЕМ GONNA MAKE LIKE 
GRACE AND FOCUS ON 
POSITIVE FEELINGS AND 
WHAT'S FOR THE BEST! 


PLUS, I WONT 
HAVE ТО FEEL 
GUILTY IF I MEET 
‘SOMEONE NEW. 


ELLIOT, YOU'RE ATTRACTIVE, 
BUT га NOT INTERESTED IN PLEASE PUT. 

А ROMANTIC RELATIONSHIP YOUR LIFE ON HOLD ‘UM... GLAD 
RIGHT NOW AND I'M NOT WHILE I SORT OUT YOU'RE ON 
SURE I EVER WILL BE. МУ FEELINGS, BOARD? 


‘SHOULD WE REALLY BE 
ENCOURAGING HIM WHILE 
HE'S STILL DEALING 


NICE USE OF ELLIOT HAS 
SYMBOLISM. VERY EXPERIENCE 
'UNSUSPICIOUS. BEING CAREFUL 


WITH, YOU KNOW. MEINE САРА 


YEAH, BUT WHAT 
IF THEY'RE ABOUT 
TO KISS OR SOME- 
THING WHEN ALL. 
OF A SUDDEN-- 


NOTHING LIKE THAT I BET YOU TELL 
EVER HAPPENED WHILE KIDS THERE'S NO 
I WAS DATING ELLIOT. SANTA TOO. 


YOU DIDN'T 
‘SERIOUSLY THINK 
SOMETHING LIKE 
ТНАТ HAPPENED 

WITH ME AND 

ELLIOT. 


I CHOSE 
TO BELIEVE THAT 
MANY SUDDEN 
‘TRANSFORMATIONS 
‘OCCURRED, ALONG 
WITH A GREAT DEAL 
OF EXPERIMEN- 


AND I STILL 
CHOOSE TO! I 
САМ PICTURE IT 


он NO YOU 
DONT! IF YOU 
IMAGINE THAT, 
I'M GOING TO 
IMAGINE YOU. 
WITH ELLIOT! 


TF YOU IMAGINE 
THAT, THEN I'M 
GOING TO IMAGINE 


YOUR GRACE 
AND RAISE YOU 
А JUSTIN! 


I WAS IMAGINING | 


WHATEVER! ΤΝ. 
BEFORE YOU SAID YOU 


GONNA START IMAGINING 
IT RIGHT NOW! WERE IMAGINING! 


SO HOW DID YOU 
WIND UP TALKING 
WITH ASHLEY 
ABOUT TOM 

AND ME? 


ОН, WELL... SHE WAS 
WORRIED YOU'D THINK SHE 
WAS А BIASED EX-GIRL- 
FRIEND, SO SHE DECIDED. 
TO TALK TO ME ABOUT IT. 


“SO SHE RAN INTO YOU 
AFTER YOU TOOK CARE 
OF YOU-KNOW-WHAT? 


Q 


YEAH. I WAS 
HIDING IN THE STAIR- 
WELL, AND SHE SAW. 


уну ыр. THE 
πανε) (зне. инат) 


I ALSO MIGHT HAVE 
ASKED HER OUT. 


ARE YOU SURE FIRST THING SHE 
YOU CAN TRUST DID WAS ASK IF I 
ASHLEY? WAS OKAY AND. 
OFFER TO HELP, AND 
SHE DID. SHE STOOD. 
GUARD FOR ME. 


7 PLUS, EVEN IF SHE 
DID TELL SOMEONE, 

` I MEAN.. IT'S NOT 

`. THAT BIG А WORRY, £ 


GT 
КҮЛ) Coa 
SAID SHE ALREADY WORRY. 
Куду: 

LETS 


WHAT IF TRYING 
TO GET A DATE 
WITH YOU WAS THE 
REAL REASON SHE 
TRIED TO WARN ME 
ABOUT TOM? 


IN YOU. SHE WAS TRYING TO MAKE SURE I COULD WARN 


3SIGH BECAUSE SHE THOUGHT I WAS INTERESTED 
[ 
YOU ABOUT TOM WITHOUT LOOKING JEALOUS. 


IF ALL SHE WANTED TO 
НЕ ONLY REVEALED SHE LIKED ME AFTER Dire та BUT SHE TOLD 


T RADE IT CLEAR we DNT LI EACH OTHER mo 
Е UST [E AND осоо 
HAVE ТО SAY WHO TOLD ME ABOUT TOR 


I'M FINE. TM JUST 
FLABBERGASTED BY 
HOW SOME PEOPLE 
ASSUME ELLIOT AND 
I LIKE EACH OTHER 
THAT WAY, 


IT'S NOT SURPRISING. 
THE WAY PEOPLE ARE, IT'S 
LIKE "A GIRL AND A BOY ARE 
FRIENDLY? THEY TOTALLY 
WANT TO SLEEP TOGETHER!" 


IT'S NOT JUST BOYS AND GIRLS. 
PEOPLE WILL SHIP ANY TWO PEOPLE 
OR CHARACTERS WHO ARE CLOSE. 
FRODO AND SAM, SHERLOCK AND 
WATSON, KIRK AND SPOCK. 


и 


I'M BETTING SOME PEOPLE 
EVEN SHIPPED SISKEL AND. 
EBERT, SO YEAH. IT'S ТО 
BE EXPECTED, 


BEST TO JUST 
IGNORE THE 
SILLY PEOPLE. 


WE'D BETTER BE 
MEANER TO EACH 
OTHER, TEDD, BEFORE 
PEOPLE START 
SHIPPING US! 


YOU KIDDING? 
THAT'D JUST MAKE 
IT WORSE! 


Soon after Ashley said "bye, everyone". 
= IT'S MORNING. 


ОМ A SCHOOL DAY. 
BEFORE THE FIRST 
CLASS, EVEN. 


a 


کے 


WELL. TECHNICALLY. 
I WILL HAVE А DATE. 
WE HAVEN'T FIGURED, 
QUT WHEN OR WHERE 
YET, BUT IT'S GONNA 
HAPPEN. 


MOVIE AND TV 
REVIEWS BRAINWASH 
THE MASSES INTO 


WN THIS 
BECOMING SHEEP. 


ISN'T ANOTHER 
JERK, IS IT, 
ASHLEY? 


NO, IT'S ELLIOT 
DUNKEL FROM THAT REVIEW 
SHOW I CAN NEVER GET 
YOU TO WATCH! 


YOU KNOW. т THINK 
THERE'S SOMETHING 
TO BE LEARNED FROM 
THIS MORNING. 


FOM IS A 
JACKASS"? 


NOT YOU. 
А DIFFERENT 
том. 


ОН! My MISTAKE. ТМ 
SORRY I OVERHEARD. 


WELL, YES, BUT I WAS TALKING 
ABOUT, WELL, TALKING ABOUT 
STUFF. BEING HONEST AND OPEN. 


"THE TRUTH 
SHALL UNCOVER 
JACKASSES. 


RIGHT. YOU FIGURED TOM 
OUT BECAUSE YOU WANTED TO 
MAKE YOUR INTENTIONS CLEAR, 
AND ASHLEY GOT A DATE WITH 
ЕШОТ BECAUSE SHE SHARED 
НЕА FEELINGS WITH HIM, 


MEANWHILE, I'VE GOTTEN NOWHERE 

TRYING TO COVERTLY FIND OUT IF ANY OF THE 

BOYS WHO'VE BEEN TALKING TO ME MADE THAT 
COMMENT ABOUT ELLIOT BEING GAY. 


I SHOULD JUST 
TELL THEM ТМ 
WORRIED SOMEONE 
WAS TRYING TO 
IMPRESS МЕ AND 


ASK THEM IF THEY 
KNOW WHO 
POSTED IT! 


YOU REALIZE THAT IT WAS PROBABLY 
SOMEONE WE'VE NEVER НЕАВО OF WHO. 
DOESN'T LIVE ANYWHERE NEAR HERE. 


T HAVE DISMISSED THAT 
POSSIBILITY AS "BORING". 


I DONT KNOW WHO MADE THAT 
COMMENT, AND OF COURSE THERE'S NO 
REASON TO SUSPECT ME BECAUSE ОН 
RIGHT I NEVER TOLD YOU I'M GAY. 


I CAN THINK OF PEOPLE 
DUMB ENOUGH TO TRY 
THAT, BUT I DONT 
THINK ANY OF THEM 
DID IT. ARE YOU SURE 


IM AT 
LEAST EIGHTY- 
FIVE РЕВСЕНТ 


ELIOT'S NOT GAY? CERTAIN. 


I WOULDN'T HAVE DONE SUCH А 
EVEN IF I WASN'T GAY, BUT 


Т WAS IN A RELATIONSHIP WHEN 
I REALIZED I WAS GAY, AND IT DID 
NOT END WITH US BEING FRIENDLY 

AND HAPPY WITH EACH OTHER, I 

САМ TELL YOU THAT! 


THAT COMMENT 
WAS RIDICULOUS. 
"THEY'RE STILL 
FRIENDS, SO HE 
MUST ВЕ САУ!" 


sor I DO KNOW A LOT ОР 


CASUAL 
STATEMENT 
CONFIRMING 


ILU 
Де nant tune || | TEENS 
IA T is 


WAS JUST 

WONDERING 

IF YOU САМ 
THINK OF 
ANYONE 
WHO..? 


SOMETHING 
WRONG? 


А RESTAURANT SOUNDS THAT'S А GOOD POINT. МАУВЕ 
GOOD. BUT THERE'S A LOT WE | | DINNER, THEN GO BACK ТО WHAT? OH! T-I 
COULDN'T TALK ABOUT THERE. | | MY PLAGE? 


WHY, ELLIOT! 
HOW FORWARD 


WE DONT HAVE 
TO TALK ABOUT THAT 
STUFF RIGHT AWAY. 


нау Толу I TOLD YOU HE 


I THINK ELLIOT 
TJENT WAS STRAIGHT. 


DATE WITH А 
GIRL! 


T THOUGHT N / YEAH, IN LIKE THIRD GRADE 
MAYBE SINCE |/ OR SOMETHING. DON'T BLAME 
You USED TO || ме FOR THAT "ООН, LOOK АТ 
BE FRIENDS || ME, ГМ SO SMART" COMMENT 
WITH HIM. YOU POSTED, "RONIN 


MAN, WHEN DO I EVER 
CALL SOMEONE GAY WHO'S 
ACTUALLY GAY? HONESTLY. 


YOU TOLD 
ME НЕ WAS 


(vou ALREADY ASKED HER OUT?!) 


HOW DO YOU GO FROM нев WANTING TO TALK 
ABOUT TOM AND ME, AND HER SEEING... THAT, 
TO YOU ASKING HER OUT? 


WELL, АН... THAT'S А 
BIT COMPLICATED. 


I KNOW IT HASNT 
BEEN THAT LONG SINCE 
WE BROKE UP, BUT. 


‘AND I'M GUESSING 
‘SHE SAID "YES" IN 
‘SPITE ΟΕ.» 


THAT'S NOT 
WHAT I MEANT. 
THAT'S FINE, 


T THINK IN PART 
BECAUSE OF. 


GJ 
+ 


IN PART. SHE ALREADY 
LIKED ME FROM THE SHOW. 


SHE, UM... "SWING 
BOTH WAYS"? 


NO NO, DOES. I DON'T KNOW HER 
SHE LIKE APPLES. FRUIT PREFERENCES. 
AND ORANGES? 


BISEXUAL. 
15 SHE 
BISEXUAL. 


DESCRIBING YOURSELF 

CLOUD WATCHING IN AN OPEN 

FIELD... THAT'S ONE WAY ТО 
SAY "HELLO" ONLINE. 


'SHOULD I BE 
CONCERNED ABOUT 
№ || Tau GRASS? 


RELAXING, 


AND SINCE 
IT'S IMAGINED, I 
DON'T HAVE TO И 
WORRY ABOUT 
GETTING DIRT 
AND SUCH ON 
MYSELF. 


SOME GUY I THOUGHT COULD ВЕ А NEW 
FRIEND TURNED OUT TO BE A PICK UP ARTIST, 
AND ELLIOT ASKED OUT A CUTE GIRL WHO SEEMS 
COOL AND MAY OR MAY NOT BE BISEXUAL AND 
SHE KNOWS HE TURNS INTO A GIRL. 


A bit of more thorough recappery later. 


mm wow: | ЕЕЕ 
pr] 
VA! = 


YOU'RE GONNA 
HAVE TO EXPLAIN 
THAT ONE TO МЕ. 


HE'S ATTRACTIVE, BUT THAT |/ IT BASICALLY 


SHORT OF THEIR FIRST DATE BEING А T 
DISASTER, ELIOT'S GOING ТО BE WITH DOESN'T CHANGE ANYTHING. LI makes Him 


SOMEONE ELSE, AND THE THOUGHT OF ME АКО I CAN SORT OUT HOW MORE LIKE 
Мостот Died 
TEN s шти TAT редно ne FEEL AND WHAT T WANT [| VAO το me 


Ми 


THAT, AND. 
WE'VE ALREADY 
ESTABLISHED I 
LIKE TO WATCH. 


IT'S FROM ELLIOT'S 
CHANNEL! COULD IT BE..? 


А MESSAGE 
FROM SUSAN. 


YES! WELL. HE SAID. 
"SISTER", BUT WHO ELSE 
COULD THAT MEAN? 


NANASE? 


ACTUALLY, T. 

UH, THINK SHE 

LOOKS ALMOST. 

IDENTICAL... ТО 
You, 


WHAT?! NO SHE... OKAY, 
HER FACE IS MAYBE А 
LITTLE SIMILAR TO MINE. 
BUT THAT HAIR IS TOTALLY 
А DIFFERENT COLOR. 


YOU DON'T 

KNOW SHE IS. 

NOT FOR SURE, 
YOU DON'T. 


JUST BECAUSE THE 

EVIDENCE IS OVER- 

WHELMING DOESN'T. 
JUST READ IT. 


Hello. This is Susan from the 
review show. I'm sure you know 
which one I mean, though we 
should *probably* come up with 
а name for it at зоте point. 


In any case, 1 wanted to thank 
you. While there would ре 
nothing wrong with Elliot being 
gay, it simply isn't true, and 1 
appreciate your intelligent and 
insightful comments. You are a 
beacon of reason in a world that 
likes to jump to conclusions. 
Thank you. 


If there is a particular movie 
you'd like us to review, let me 
know, and ТЇЇ make sure it 
happens :) 


THIS iS 
FROM MY 
SISTER. 


gay, it simply isn't true, and 1 
intelligent and insightful com 
beacon of reason in a world t 
to conclusions. Thank you. 


If there is a particular movie 
review, let me know, and I'll 
happens :) 


Reply || Delete 


Fa 
N ul 


Identity - The end 


Friday will be a sketchbook entry. Monday? SOMETHING ELSE 


um ze 
as 


о Да 22) =} 
= № = 


SO IN CONCLUSION, 
EVERY BELOVED HISTORICAL 
FIGURE WAS HORRIBLE IN 
‘SOME WAY. 


DO THEY, NOW? AND. 

WHERE DID YOU DISCOVER 

THIS "LEFT OUT" STUFF? 
THE INTERNET? 


THAT'S NOT TRUE! 
IVE MET SOME OF 
THOSE CATS! 


7 SOME OF IT, BUT 
I VERIFIED THEIR 
| SOURCES, AND. 


MS... SQUIRREL, THAT ASSERTION 
IS NOT CONSISTENT WITH WHAT 
IS IN YOUR TEXTBOOKS. 


оџа TEXTBOOKS 
LEAVE OUT A LOT 
OF STUFF. 


YOUNG LADY, 
THERE'S NOT ONE 
THING THAT'S BEEN 
POSTED ONLINE 
THAT'S TRUE! 


ALL OF 
THOSE FUNNY 


COMPUTER 
GENERATED! 


AND WHY 
SHOULD WE 
LISTEN TO 


you 
DIDN'T EVEN 
REMEMBER 
TO WEAR 
CLOTHES 
TODAY! 


car pictures? | 


YOU DON'T BELONG 


ANYWHERE! 


I WOULD POINT 
OUT THE ABSURDITY 
OF THE SITUATION, BUT 
DREAMS NEVER SEEM 
ТОО STRANGE WHILE 
WE'RE DREAMING 
THEM, РО THEY? 


GRACE, COULD YOU KINPLY THINK 
ОР SOMEONE YOU CONSIPER ПМР 
ANP OBEDIENT FOR ME? 


WHAT? I 
WOULD NEVER 
THINK THAT OF 


vens te И 


CHARGE HERE, 
AND YOU'RE, 


Кааба 
ΟΝ ASSOCIATIONS BROUGHT INTO 
CONSCIOUS BY VIRTUE OF 


FIXED 
A COUPLE 
OTHER 
THINGS, 
WHILE Т 
WAS AT 
2 


он. WELL, T GUESS 

НЕ TRANS- ELLEN DOES ТОКЕ 
FORMEP THAT ABOUT RHODA BEING 
WAY BECAUSE А PUPPY, AND HE DID 

OF HOW YOUR HAVE ORANGE HAIR, 

3 WHICH COULD 
EXPLAIN THE FOX 
ASPECT OF. 


I ONLY HELPED 
IT ALONG ON 
ACCOUNT OF 

YOU МОТ BEING 

‘SKILLED AT 
MANIPULATING 
LUCI? DREAMS. 


дот | ЕТӘ E на 
ARE YOU IN МУ AT ALL? EMISSARY WITH AN 


РО YOU NOT 


x 
HAVE Å SENSE 
THIS WILL BE MY 
uy THIRD TIME GNING 
T TO You. 


INT THERE ETIQUETTE 
CX FOR EINSSANIES? LKE MAYBE 
KNOCK BEFORE ENTERING 
HERE. тище | | A PERSONS DREAM? I 
HME ASKER Å Å COULD'VE BEEN NAKED! 


WHICH ΤΌ BE ТОТАШУ FINE I AM SORRY FOR 
WITH IF YOU WERE someone т ҮЙ THIS, BUT z MUST. r AM ONLY 
KNEW AND TRUSTED, BUT YOU'RE |Д ABLE TO REMEMBER ALL THE 
SOME CREEPY DREAM INVADER PETALS OF THE MESSAGE. 
GUY IN А COOL HAT! WHILE USING THIS MEANS TO 
CONTACT YOU. 


Lohr] АТТА T MAKE NO [von 
А ONE IN ТЕМ N BEHALF CLAIM OF TRULY MORE ACCURATE. 
CHANGE гы EVEN usd Пе 
TENENBER THS THE MIND OF SUCHA E 
РАКА THING WORKS: 


HECK, "MINE", 
SINGULAR OR 
PLURAL, MIGHT 
NOT EVEN BE 
APPLICABLE. 


ANYWAY, PON'T E IS THAT WHY MAGIC 
BOTHER ASKING FOR ; HAS A FLAIR FOR THE 
THE SPECIFICS OF HOW E DRAMATIC? BECAUSE IT'S 

BEING MAGIC'S ONE OF ITS OBJECTIVES? 
EMISSARY WORKS. IT'S - 
TOO COMPLICATED ТО 
GET INTO. 


WHAT MATTERS 
15 THAT MAGIC 
HAS Å WILL AND 
OBJECTIVES OF ITS 
OWN. EXTREMELY 
LOOSE OBJECTIVES 
WITH INHUMANLY 
NEUTRAL INTENTIONS, 
BUT OBJECTIVES 
NONETHELESS, 


PRECISELY, WELL, Т IT'S BECAUSE IT DOES NOT. THE CURRENT 
ASSUME THAT'S WHY. MAGIC ITSELF SYSTEM IS INTENDED TO ALLOW 
DOESN'T WANT FLEXIBILITY IN WHAT SORT ОР 
THAT, POWER 15 BESTOWED AND WHO 
1115 GIVEN TO BY MAKING IT 
POSSIBLE FOR NEARLY ANYONE 
ТО GET MAGIC. 


THE POINT 1S THAT 
EDWARD VERRES 15 
CORRECT THAT MAGIC WILL: 
NEVER BE IN COMMON 
USAGE, BUT NØT FOR THE 
REASONS HE THINKS. 


NONETHELESS, EVEN THOUGH MAGIC IS А FORCE IT DOESN'T 
1718 CURRENTLY POSSIBLE TO РО CAPABLE OF PEFYING W HAVE TO WORK 
50, MAGIC HAS NO DESIRE TO GO THE PHYSICAL LAWS Ñ THE WAY IT 
MAINSTREAM AND MAKE ITSELF OF THE UNIVERSE. POES NOW. 
‘AVAILABLE TO EVERYONE. 


) 


CURRENTLY 
/ POSSIBLE? 


‘SHOULD I EVEN 
BOTHER ASKING 
‘QUESTIONS? 


THERE ARE CONSTANTS: 
IN MAGIC, SPECIES WITH 
MAGIC INTERWOVEN INTO 


NO. TEPP'S NOT 
POING ANYTHING 
THAT RISKS A 
SYSTEM CHANGE. 


HOW MAGIC WORKS 
FOR HUMANS, HOWEVER, САМ 
CHANGE DRASTICALLY. 


HOW MAGIC POWER САМ BE 
САМЕР BEYOND HEREDITY, 
HOW SPELLS WORK, HOW 
DIFFICULT IT ALL IS... 


THEIR VERY NATURE, SUCH 
AS URYUOMS, AREN'T AT 
RISK OF SUPPENLY NOT 
EING ABLE TO CHANGE 

FORMS. 


SORRY, BUT IT’S 
MY THIRD TIME HERE, 
ANP YOU МЕЕР ТО 
UNDERSTAND THIS. 


THERE WILL ALWAYS BE 
PEOPLE BORN WITH MAGICAL. 
TALENT, ANP THERE WILL. 
ALWAYS BE WAYS FOR NON- 
TALENTS TO USE MAGIC... 


ALL OF THAT IS FLEXIBLE 
WITH HUMANS. ALL OF THAT 
САМ CHANGE, АМ? HAS 
BEFORE. MANY TIMES. 


THAT'S THE THIRP TIME. 
YOU'VE PICTUREP YOUR 
FRIEND ACCIPENTALLY 
TURNING HERSELF INTO 
A MUSCULAR МАН AT 
THIS POINT. IT'S А 
LITTLE МЕНИ. 


BUT WHAT'S 


SO IF YOU'RE TELLING 
ME ALL THIS, AND 
TEDD'S NOT DOING 
ANYTHING TO CHANGE А 
SYSTEM CHANGE, SOME- 
THING ELSE THAT WE 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT 15? 


YES, AND IF IT CONTINUES, IT WILL 
BE THE MAGICAL EQUIVALENT OF 
SOMEONE SUPPENLY CHANGING THE 
‘OPERATING SYSTEMS ON EVERY- 
ONE'S COMPUTERS. 


Mal IQ. 


THE POINT OF 
TELLING МЕ 
WHAT WE HAVE 
TO STOP INA 


THERE'S LIKE, А 

NINETY-PERCENT 

CHANCE I WON'T 
REMEMBER ANY 


UH, MAYBE? 
THAT'S WHAT. 
SOME WEBSITE 
SAID, 


VIHEN AND 
WHY Vi? YOU LOOK 
THAT ПР? 


IT'S ENTIRELY POSSIBLE 
WE'RE INTENTIONALLY. 
BEING GIVEN POOR OPPS OF 
SUCCESS. I SUSPECT THIS 15. 
LITTLE MORE THAN HALF- 
HEARTEPLY FULFILLING SOME... 


LAST WEEKEND. WE WERE 
WATCHING A HARRY POTTER MOVIE 
WHEN I STARTED THINKING ГО HAD 
А DREAM ABOUT ME AND A WIZARD 
IN A CLASSROOM THAT I COULDN'T 
CLEARLY REMEMBER, AND I 
WAAAAAAAAIT A MINUTE. 


WELL. THEN. 
PERHAPS WE 
ARE MAKING 
PROGRESS 
AFTER ALL... 


IT DOESN'T ON ITS OWN? NO. IT 15, 1 NEED TO WATCH 
SOUND LIKE MUCH ) / HOWEVER, TELLING OF HOW Å HARRY POTTER 
PROGRESS. WE MIGHT HELP YOU RECALL MARATHON? 

THIS INFORMATION. 


WE NEED TO EST) ISH YOU'RE SUGGESTING 

ASSOCIATIONS WITH THE we TRY AND MAKE IT бет 

INFORMATION, SPECIFIC Soru sweet | Wars. тм SUGGESTING 
Tunes THAT MIGHT TRIGGER Y || Stu From mese ЈА WE Focus om HE Pe 
YOU кесе IMPORTANT келме WHEN т € THAT ALONG. 


AND PIECES OF THIS 
GET LUCKY AND RECALL 
DREAM EFFECTIVELY. WHY IT'S HAPPENING 


50 YOU WANT TO THIS IS 
I'M NOT SURE 
TRY AND mare т во | war ELSE то vo. ιο. GONNA БЕ 
A EM ИТВ POSSIBLE You COLL 
AT ANCOR, EARLY ОМ. 


мие зын, я ΜΕΤῸΝ 
А Са лена ата 


НАМРН. I DUNNO. 


RHODA. NAKED..? 


- 200 al 


pe 


° WAS APPROACHED ВУ A GIRL WHO WANTED TO 
IPS NOT LUKE WARN SUSAN (WHO МЕНТ ВЕ YOUR SISTER) 


ELLIOT WENT 


ABOUT HER MANIPULATIVE EX, AND WOUND UP 


SEEING HIM TRANSFORM INTO A GIRL, AND SHE'S. 
APPARENTLY INTO THAT SORT OF THING? 


T GET IT. GIRL CAUGHT 
HIM ON THE REBOUND WHEN 
HE WAS VULNERABLE. 


„шит JUST 
SORT OF 
HAPPENED? 


I WAS GOING TO 
GIVE HIM SPACE, BUT 
IF COMPETITION IS 
ON THE MOVE AND 
TAKING ADVANTAGE 
'OF HIS FRAGILE 
EMOTIONS, THEN 


НЕ DOESN'T KNOW 
WHAT SEDUCTION /S/ 


WHAT? I'M JUST 
SAYING HE'S 6000 
AT INADVERTENTLY 
ATTRACTING PEOPLE, 


IMAGINE ELLIOT 
TRYING TO ATTRACT 
PEOPLE, RIGHT? 


T'M NOT SAYING. 

I'M ANY DIFFERENT. 

WELL, I AM, BUT I'VE 
бот CURVES. 


YOU EVER GET А 
FEELING SOMEWHERE 
BETWEEN DÉJÀ VU 
AND FORGETTING 
SOMETHING? 


LIKE YOU'RE SEEING 

SOMETHING YOU'VE SEEN 

BEFORE, BUT YOU DONT 

EVEN REALLY KNOW WHAT 
IT IS YOU SAW? 


LIKE IF SOME GUY SAW А PLATYPUS 
AND DIDN'T KNOW WHAT IT WAS BUT 
WAS АЦ. LIKE "I'VE TOTALLY SEEN 
THAT PLATYPUS BEFORE"? 


WAIT. I GUESS НЕ 
WOULDN'T KNOW TO 
CALL IT A PLATYPUS. 


DID SHE ро SOMETHING WITH 
HER HAIR? A NEW BACKPACK? 
THERE MUST HAVE BEEN SOME- 
THING ABOUT HER BACK THAT 
бот MY ATTENTION. 


"m 
πω 


THERE'S GOOD. 
AND BAD STUFF. 
ABOUT IT. YOU OF ALL. 
PEOPLE SHOULDN'T 
HAVE TO WORRY. 


COFFEE 


IT IN THE MORNING. 
IOOL DAY? MADNESS. 


он! UH, SORRY. IM 
SORT OF OUT OF IT 


50. ARE TEDD AND SARAH STILL PLANNING 
TO PLAY IN THE TOURNAMENT TONIGHT? 


WHY WOULD TEDD SHOCK ME? HE'S 
NOT THAT GOOD AT THE GAME. 


T THINK SO. JUST, UM, 
DON'T BE TOO SHOCKED 
ву TEDD, OKAY? 


NOT BY THAT. НЕ. 
UM.. WAIT, MAYBE НЕ 
WANTS PEOPLE TO 
BE SHOCKED? 


'NO NO NO, 
NOTHING LIKE. 
THAT! WELL, NOT 
EXACTLY LKE 

THAT. 


AND YOU'RE NOT TELLING 
ME EXACTLY LIKE WHAT? I PROMISED 
NOT TO SAY. 
ANYWAY, BE 
JUST THE RIGHT 
AMOUNT OF 
‘SHOCKED. 


Behind the counter at Salty Crackers Comics. 


туе бот MY 

OWN PROBLEMS. 

YOU DON'T EVEN 
KNOW EMBER 


WELL, THAT'S 

YOUR PROBLEM. 

I'M OFF THE 
CLOCK. 


THE LATEST SET IS 
ALL ABOUT VAMPIRES 
AND WEREWOLVES, 
BUT WE DON'T HAVE 
ANY MOVIES THAT 

FIT THAT THEME. 


YOU KNOW WHAT'S 

GOING TO HAPPEN IF 

I CANT DECIDE ОМ 
SOMETHING. 


OKAY. FINE! I 
GUESS WERE 
WATCHING SPACE- 
BALLS AGAIN! ARE 


I HAVE NAMED А 
CYNDAQUIL AFTER 
YOU. YOU SHOULD 


JUST бо WITH 
SOMETHING GEEKY 
FROM THE SEVENTIES 
OR EIGHTIES, 


YOU WERE 
POISONED BY А 


'UM, THANKS. ANY- 
МАУ, THERE'S ONLY 
АМ HOUR UNTIL THE. 

TOURNAMENTS AND I 

DON'T KNOW WHAT TO 
HAVE ON THE ТУЗ. 


THATS 
LITERALLY EVERY 
MOVIE IN THIS 
BINDER, 


TM JUST SAYING THAT MIRROR WASN'T AND YOUR DAD 
YOU'VE BEEN SQUINTING У VERY FAR AWAY. WEARS GLASSES. 
OT LATELY. 


= 


= T LOOK FORWARD TO INFORMING HER 
an UDS LIKE GRACE AND НЕА С Eu ppp на 


AND SHE'S А 
HIGHER LEVEL 
THAN YOU. 


IM NOT 
EVEN SURE МУ 
DAD NEEDS TO 
WEAR THOSE 
THINGS. 


JUSTIN? 
you've 
GONE SILENT. 
DID SOMETHING YOU'RE GOING 
INTERESTING. TO MAKE ME 
HAPPEN? LOOK UP FROM 
THIS THING, 


ση 
NY. mers Teoo. 

THAT PI (ry om 
ARE onen 


‘SURPRISED? I T MEAN YES I TOTALLY DYED 

DECIDED I WAS 3 IT HOW ELSE COULD I MAKE 

OVERDUE FOR А MY НАВ PINK WHAT SORT OF 
QUESTION IS THAT. 


UNDER THAT OLD HAR- EA EA 
STYLE, LETTING PEOPLE THINK I ONLY En EH 
LOOKED GIRLY BECAUSE OF IT. WELL. TA NOT В 
HIDING ANYMORE! T'M OWNING MY GIRLY 
LOOKS WITH CUTE SHORT PINK HAIR! 


50 THE LONGER HAIR WAS ABOUT GETTING BUT YOU ALSO MADE YOUR HAIR PINK, WHICH 
PEOPLE TO SEE YOU A CERTAIN WAY, BUT NOW ALSO SEEMS LIKE IT'D BE ABOUT GETTING PEOPLE 
YOU'RE ASSERTING YOURSELF BY CUTTING IT ТО SEE YOU A CERTAIN WAY, UNLESS MAYBE YOU 
THE WAY YOU WANT IT. JUST REALLY LIKE PINK HAIR OR SOMETHING. 


я I'M NATURALLY. 
EM NOT SANE IT. FEMININE LOOKING. THE PINK 


ISN'T SORT OF BADASS 
EITHER WAY. SCREW JUST COMPLIMENTS IT. 


ANYONE WHO GIVES 
YOU CRAP FOR HAVING 
CUTE PINK GIRLY FAIRY 
PRINCESS PONY HAIR. 


TM JUST 
SAYING YOU 
MIGHT BE OKAY 
WITH SIMPLE 
CUTE GIRLY 
FAIRY HAIR. 


NOTED. AND YOU SHOULD NOTE THAT ГЦ. 
ВЕ NAMING A JIGGLYPUFF AFTER YOU. 


YOUVE Sor I COMBED 
EEE) NEATLY. SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT MAKES ME REALLY 
Ge) TO RUFFLE IT UP. 


pem 
UH, NO, THAT'S. 
OKAY. WHAT ABOUT THE 


тм STILL NOT SURE IF IT'S 
А боор БЕА TO USE MAGIC 
„то MAKE IT PINK, THOUGH. 


J YEAH, PINK WAS A GOOD CALL. | 


IT'S ALL ABOUT МЕ BEING MYSELF IN 


SPITE OF ALL THE JERKS WHO WILL 


P А PROBLEM WITH IT. ( 


IT'S HARD TO SAY WITH YOUR 
CLOTHES DISTRACTING FROM IT. 
% с 
а 
P | A 


ANYONE WHO NOTICES THIS'LL MESS WITH 
WILL JUST ASSUME ТМ SOME HEADS AT THE 
WEARING NEW SHOES. COMIC SHOP. 


SVAL 


WITH TEDD, I 

THINK IT'S THE LATTER 

BUT IT Al FEELS 
LIKE A NATURAL 


5 JUST 


IN А WAY, YEAH, 
DON'T WORRY. HE'S 
от YOU LOSERS то 
TALK TO IF НЕ М 

ο, HELL ВЕ FT 


IWASNT 
PICTURING 
THAT. 


1 NEVER НАР 


‘SURE YOU 
WEREN'T. 


ТЕМ PRETTY SURE THERE'S ONLY 

ONE MECHANIC THAT'S NEW TO US 

IN THE SET WE'LL BE MAKING DECKS 
FROM TONIGHT, AND THAT'S THE 


| | 
—— 
τετ 
е = Ф 


WELL, THERE 
VAMPIRES, I DONT 
KNOW IF THEY'RE SEXY. 


ed YOU SHOULD PUT THAT'S MORE OF A PROTAGONIST 
ΤΌ PREFER A WEREWOLF N| 
Жала Geek. Wii Manone! ONE VAMPIRE IN Your | | ROLE. IT WOULD SORTA MAKE IT 


и 2 DECK. THE HEROIC || ABOUT HIM, YOU KNOW? I WANNA 
THERE'S LIKE, ONE OR TWO GOOD. 
CONFLICTED VAMPIRES, AND THE GOOD VAMPIRE WHO | FOCUS ON A WEREWOLF THEME. 


ONLY DRINKS BLOOD 
REST ARE JUST JERKS. Ὃ ο 


YOU мент NOT. 
GET ENOUGH WERE- 
WOLVES, THOUGH. 


WELL, WHAT I CONSIDER 
THE BEST BEST CASE SCENARIO 
WOULD BE A DECK WHERE THE 
WEREWOLVES HAVE BEFRIENDED 
THE PEGASUS UNICORNS! 


OR you HEY, I'M GOING TO MAKE. 


KNOW, vou Mf ACTUALY. THE BEST DECK I CAN, BUT THIS 
соло BUILD || SOME LOW. GAME IS ALL ABOUT COMING UP 
A DECK THAT WITH FUN THEME DECKS! 

А GAME! 


N 


ха 
e We 


ко. 

SHOULDER 

BLADES ARE 
WEIRD. 


то COMPLAIN 
ABOUT SOCIETY'S 
OBSESSION WITH 
COVERING UP THE 
HUMAN BODY, 
BUT IT'S SORTA 
WINTER. 


YOU WIN 
THIS ROUND, 
SOCIETY. 


WHAT 15 IT ABOUT RHODA AND 
JUSTIN'S BACKS? DO I HAVE А 
THING FOR BACKS NOW? DO I 
JUST LIKE SHOULDER BLADES? 


I'VE JUST GOTTA FIGURE ALTHOUGH... MAYBE SEEING THEM SHIRTLESS 
OUT HOW TO DESCRIBE WOULD DO IT? THAT'S PROBABLY NOT COOL 
THIS FEELING. THEN I САМ 


TO ASK, THOUGH, AND IT'S PROBABLY MAYBE. 
WRONG TO ASK ТЕО TO RE-ENABLE THE "SEE 
THROUGH CLOTHING" OPTION ON HIS GLASSES. 


JUST TALK TO THEM AND 
МАУВЕ FIGURE IT OUT. 


HELLO! YOU 
HERE FOR THE 
TOURNAMENT? 


он, NO, JUST. 
CHECKING STUFF 
OUT... UH. 


YOU'RE THAT 
GUY WHO KICKED 
THAT FIRE DUDE 
INTO THE RIVER, 
RIGHT..? 


IT'S NOT AS IMPRESSIVE AS 
IT LOOKED. THAT THING WAS 
CRAZY LIGHT FOR ITS SIZE. 


DO WORK IN A 
COMIC SHOP! 


WOW, THAT. 
I SAW A VIDEO. 
OF IT ONLINE. IT 
у WAS AMAZING! 
ASKED THAT 
QUESTION. sy 
Howo YOU kick 
UKE THAT? 


` 5 
YEAH, UH, I GUESS 
D HAVE ТО BE! 


YOU'D HAVE TO HAVE 


THAT'S GREAT! 
NOW WE JUS 
GOTTA TALK 


DID YOU GET 
A "LOOK" AT 
JUSTIN? 


YEAH. 
YEAH, 
HE'S GOT 
А MARK 


NICE! SHE'S 

NOT LIKE US! 
HER AURA'S 
UKE THAT 


OH CRAP. LIKE 

THE SHADOW 
YOU'RE 
RE? 


YES IM 
SURE. TM 
ALSO SURE 
THE SHADOW 
GUY IS A 
GUY. 


NO GUY RUNS 
JND WITH PIG- 
TAILS LIKE THAT. 


I WOULDN'T 
CALL PREHENSILE 
TENDRILS COMING 
OUT THE BACK OF 
SOME DUDE'S HEAD 
"PIGTAILS"! 


L, WHAT IF 
IT WAS А LADY'S 
HEAD? 


WHAT ARE WE GONNA 

DO? I MEAN, SHE MIGHT 

NOT HAVE ANYTHING TO 
Do WITH THAT GUY- 


WHAT IF SHE 
DOES?! 


okay. 
ENTER THE 
TOURNAMENT, 
AND USE THAT 
AS AN EXCUSE 
TO GET TO 
KNOW THEM 
BETTER. MAYBE. 
"Look" AT THE 
OTHER PLAYERS, 
WHILE YOU'RE 
AT TT. 


YOU RAN 
SCARED LIKE 
А LITTLE 
ст. DIDN'T 
νου. Д 


I MADE A HASTY RETREAT. 
EVEN IF THAT WASN'T AN 
ISSUE, I STOPPED HANGING 
OUT IN COMIC SHOPS FOR A 
REASON, AND IT COSTS. 


THEY'RE HAVING A CARD 
TOURNAMENT. RIGHT? 
ОНЕ WHERE YOU GET THE 
CARDS FROM THEM? 


WHY NOT? 
YOU KNOW 
HOW TO PLAY, 


WAS ТОТАШУ 
AWKWARD. 
WHEN I LEFT! 
I CANT JUST 
WALTZ BACK IN 
THERE NOW! 


TWENTY- YOU OWE US TWICE 
FIVE? THAT FOR PIZZA. DO THIS, 
ARE YOU AND WE'LL CALL IT EVEN. 


SERIOUS? 


WELL, THEY GIVE YOU SIX 
PACKS OF CARDS THAT YOU GET 
TO KEEP, AND YOU CAN WIN 
EVEN MORE, 50 IT'S ACTUALLY 
TOTALLY REASONABLE, BUT IT'S 
STILL TWENTY FIVE BUCKS! 


YEAH, BUT THE ACTORS 
7 DON'T LOOK RELATED, 
БЕТІ THE CHARACTERS DIDIT 
ps GROW UP TOGETHER OR 
KNOW ABOUT rT. AND 

IT WAS CLEARLY A 
RETRO CON. 


OH. WHAT'S 
А "RETRO-CON’, 
THEN? 


ANYWAY, I GET WHAT YOU'RE 
SAYING, GRACE, BUT AS FAR AS THE 

OFFICIAL CANON'S CONCERNED, LUKE 
WAS TOTALLY KISSING HIS SISTER. 


‘SOUNDS LIKE A CONVENTION 

CELEBRATING STUFF FROM THE 

PAST... SO PRETTY MUCH JUST 
“А CONVENTION", REALLY. 


OKAY... ги. JUST NEED 
YOUR NAME FOR-- 


WE WERE TALKING ABOUT 
А DIFFERENT LUKE! 


YES. I WOULD LIKE TO ENTER 
THE SEALED TOURNAMENT. 
HERE'S THE ENTRY FEE. 


UH... YEAH. DO I FRIGHTEN YOU? IS IT BECAUSE 
KNOW. THAT LUKE'S MY CHEERFULNESS MAKES YOU THINK 


‘SORTA FAMOUS. I'M UP TO SOMETHING? I'VE BEEN 
TOLD IT DOES, BUT I'M NOT. 


THAT WAS A JOKE. NO, TM 
NOBODY CAN TELL SERIOUS. 
WHEN I'M JOKING. I 2 
SHOULD BUY A SMALL 
SIGN THAT SAYS 
“JUST KIDDING". 


PEOPLE AT WELL, THERE 

JUST NERVOUS. IT'S | Í тнє comic SHOP CERTAINLY 

BEEN A WHILE since Ч т USED то GO 
IVEPLAYEDINA TO WERE SORTA 
TOURNAMENT IN AWFUL ABOUT 
PERSON AND. ИН. SOME... THINGS. 


“к. 
τν 


WAS THAT. 


T-I DONT WANT TO ‘OFFICIALLY, YEAH, ‘CAUSE HALF THE 
TALK ABOUT IT. THE || | BUT IT’S NOT GONNA PLAYERS ALWAYS 
START UNTIL A LITTLE SHOW UP AT THE 

LAST SECOND AND 


TOURNAMENT'S AT 
SEVEN, RIGHT? MADE || Å WHILE AFTER THAT. 
IT JUST IN TIME. DELAY EVERYTHING. 


HIS PHONE TOTALLY HAS THE N 
OFFICIAL TIME IT CONSTANTLY 

| CHECKS WITH A SERVER IT'S THE 
b RIGHT TIME WE'RE NOT LATE! 


RELAX, YOU'D THINK 
WE DIDN'T GO THROUGH 
THIS EVERY WEEK 


SARAH, RELAX, OKAY? 
YOU KNOW HOW TO PLAY 
AND EVERYONE'S GONNA 
HAVE А RANDOM POOL OF 
CARDS, A LOT OF IT WILL 


тате | 
ET ad 
ta vent år 


THAT'S FINE, I'M FINE. WERE 
ALL FINE, HERE. HOW ARE YOU? 


IN THE END, 
THOUGH, IT ALL. 
BOILS DOWN 
TO SKILL! 


THE TOURNAMENT [/ Тан ANARE THAT most OF WN 
15 ABQUT TO BEGIN! 


BEFORE IT DOES, TM 
GOING TO GO OVER THE 
TOURNAMENT RULES! 


THIS TOURNAMENT IS ABOUT MAKING DECKS FROM 


^ 


CARD PACKS AND ENERGY CARDS WE WILL PROVIDE, 


YOU АВЕ NOT TO OPEN YOUR PACKS UNTIL I SAY SO, 
АТ WHICH POINT YOU WILL HAVE A SET AMOUNT ОР 
TIME TO MAKE A DECK WITH A FORTY CARD MINIMUM. 


YOU CAN 
SWITCH OUT 
CARDS IN YOUR. 
DECK WITH 
OTHER CARDS. 
YOU'VE RECEIVED 
BETWEEN 
GAMES, BUT 


EACH ROUND IS BEST TWO OF THREE 
WITHIN A FIFTY MINUTE TIME LIMIT. LET МЕ 
KNOW RIGHT AWAY IF YOU FINISH А ROUND 

EARLY. WE COULD FINISH EARLY AND HAPPILY, 

OR WE COULD BE HERE ALL NIGHT. 


I WILL 
ABUSE МУ 
МОМЕ 
SELECTION 
PRIVILEGES IF 
YOU MAKE МЕ 
ТАУ HERE 
LATER THAN 
NECESSARY. 


BOO. 


YOU KNOW THESE RULES, BUT WE 
HAVE NEW PLAYERS TONIGHT, AND 
I KNOW FOR A FACT THAT А LOT 


OF YOU ARE BAD LISTENERS. 


"YOU CAN KEEP PLAYING REGARDLESS OF 
WHETHER YOU WIN, BUT YOUR WIN/LOSS 
RECORD WILL DETERMINE PRIZES. 


IF YOU DECIDE 
TO LEAVE EARLY 
FOR SOME REASON, 
‘SUCH AS, I DONT 
KNOW, REALIZING 
YOU CAN'T WIN ANY 
PRIZES, PLEASE 
OFFICIALLY DROP 
OUT. IT'LL MESS UP 
THE PAIRINGS IF 
YOU DON'T. 


‘SERIOUSLY. LET 
ME KNOW. DON'T 
BE A JERK 


s 


LASTLY, THE STORE HAS A RESTROOM 
WHICH YOU MAY USE WITH PERMISSION, BUT 
DON'T MAKE А MESS, WASH YOUR HANDS, AND 
FOR GOODNESS SAKE, CLOSE THE DOOR. 


I KNOW MOST 
OF YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO BELIEVE 

SAVING THAT 
ISN'T NECESSARY, 
BUT AS I'VE 
SADLY LEARNED, 
THAT'S МОТ. 
THE WORLD WE 
LIVE IN. 


15 HOW WHOEVER 


OPEN AT 
WILL FEEDS PIRANHA AT THE 


(ТҮЗ 


AQUARIUM FEELS, 


BEING IN CHARGE AND PUBLIC 
SPEAKING AND STUFF. 


IT'S NOT MY Јов то 
RUN THESE THINGS. 


WHAT, 
COMPARING 


MAYBE IF I 
ADDRESSED ONE 
OR TWO OF THEM 
AT A TIME? IM 
GOOD AT THAT. 


IF ANYONE 
| WANTS TO 
b. SOMETHING. 


HM... MAYBE YOU SHOULD 
RUN THESE THINGS ON OCCASION. 
IT COULD ВЕ GOOD FOR YOU. 


ENERGY EFFICIENT, EFFICIENT, | | COOL, COOL, WEAK, SELL BACK SORT 
NOT EFFICIENT, NOT EFFICIENT | | ТО STORE, WEAK, THROW AT SORT 
BUT PRETTY DAMN COOL. JUSTIN LATER, COOL- CORT SORT 
га - ч 


VAMPIRE, ANOTHER VAMPIRE || x SHOULD HAVE JUST ENOUGH 
(MAN TVE GOT A LOT OF OF THE RIGHT CARDS FOR MY 
VAMPIRES), SPELL, SOME SORT || WEREWOLF PONY DECK! 
ОҒ ANTELOPE THING? SPELL, 
WEREWOLF! YES! 


WAIT, WHAT'S WITH THE 
RARE CARD IN THIS PACK? WHY 
15 THE EXPANSION SYMBOL А 
WEIRD ORANGE COLOR? 


5 Attack / 5 Health 
Costs 5 Energy to play. Vampire. 


Flies, cannot be the target of spells. Only one 
O.P. Aludrakrala may be in play at a time. 


Whenever O.P. Aludrakrala kills a monster, 
it gains a permanent «1 bonus to attack 
and health. 


Each other vampire you control gets +X to 
their attack and health, where X equals the 
number of +1 bonuses on O.P. Aludrakrala. 


O.P. Aludrakrala strikes 
fear into the hardiest of 
warriors with the might 

of his overpoweredness, 


Looks LIKE 
SOMEONE 
SHOULD BUILD A 
VANPIRE DECK! 


OR "US"? "ME"? I AM SORTA YOU. WELL, 

PART OF YOU. THE PART THAT WANTS TO BUILD 

А VAMPIRE DECK. HOW ARE PRONOUNS SUPPOSED 
TO WORK WITH THIS SORT OF THING? 


JUST GO WITH 
"Nov". IT'S LESS 
CONFUSING. 


RIGHT. WHERE WAS WHY SEDUCING? \ (UM. HELLO? GRATUITOUSLY OVER-THE-TOP 
т? OH YEAH. SEDUCING | Т I'm NOT GAY. ALSO, || SEXY VAMPIRE? BESIDES WHICH, AFTER ALL THE 
YOU INTO MAKING А YOU'RE ME. A TIME YOU'VE SPENT AS A BISEXUAL BOY, YOU 
VAMPIRE DECK. BENDY Μουποίλξον | | AIN'T EXACTLY "STRAIGHT" ANYMORE, EITHER 
НОТ ме. BUT STILL 


NOT THAT THOUGHT AGAIN. THAT'S 
NOT IMPORTANT RIGHT NOW! WE'VE GOT 
CARD GAMES TO THINK ABOUT! 


FAVORING WINNING 


Ц over creativity WAS 


EXACTLY WH 


BUT THAT'S 


NOT мну WE'D ве Ж 
USING THEM! 


ISN'T THAT EVEN WORSE? 


MAKING А DECK SHE 
DOESN'T LIKE IN ORDER 
TO WIN WOULD BE DOING 
WHAT TEN-SIDED SAID 


BUT IF IT TURNS OUT 
SHE WANTS TO MAKE THIS 
VAMPIRE DECK, AND SHE 


ISN'T THAT 
ALLOWING 


DECISIONS? 


DOESN'T JUST BECAUSE or Й Him POWER 
WHAT TEN-SIDED THINK: OVER HER. 


YES! IT WOULD. 
BE PROVING HIM 
RIGHT! 


AND YEAH, WE WERE АЦ. 
ABOUT JUST TRYING TO MAKE 
А FUN DECK FROM A LIMITED. 

POOL OF CARDS, BUT THAT 

WAS BEFORE WE THOUGHT WE 

HAD ANY CHANCE OF WINNING! 


TM SURE WE CAN 
MAKE A DECENT. 
ENOUGH DECK WITH 
THE RIGHT ENERGY 
TYPES FOR WERE- 
WOLVES AND 
PONIES. 


WE MIGHT NEED TO 
INCLUDE SOME OTHER 
MONSTER TYPES, BUT 
THE PONIES ARE ALL 
ABOUT FRIENDSHIP. 
ти. STILL FIT THE 
NARRATIVE. 


"DECENT ENOUGH" 

ISN'T ENCOURAGING. 

AND THEY'RE NOT 
PONIES. THEY'RE NOT 


NOT REALLY. 
МО, BUT YOU. 
KNOW THAT'S 
WHY SHE WANTS 
TO USE PEGASUS 
UNICORNS. 


'YOU KNOW, THE ENERGY COST OF 
A LOT OF THE WEREWOLVES AND VAMPIRES 


|| ONLY NEED ONE OF THE ENERGY SPENT TO 


BE OF A SPECIFIC TYPE. 


AND THE SPELLS THAT GO WITH THE 


А VAMPIRE CLAN THAT WANTS TO USE THEIR 
UNNATURAL POWER ТО DEFEND NATURE AND 
MAKE AMENDS FOR PAST DEEDS! THAT'S IT! 


THE AVERAGE STORY IS LOW ON GOOD 


|| VAMPIRES, BUT WHAT IF THE WEREWOLVES 


WERE TRYING TO REFORM A GROUP OF 
THEM, AND WERE SUCCEEDING? 


THE VAMPIRES AND 
WEREWOLVES WILL WORK 
TOGETHER 


SO VAMPIRES 
AND WEREWOLVES 


CAN STILL COME UP 
WITH SOME FUN 
STUFF FOR THEM, 


ANYWAY, NOW 1 
I GET SEXY 
VAMPIRES AND 
COOL WERE- 
WOLVES, AND I 
CAN USE ALU- 


HA! THEY'RE 
TOO BUSY 
MAKING THEIR 
OWN DECKS, 
NOBODY'S 
LOOKING АТ 


THAT WAS MOSTLY 
TO BE SILLY, AND 
I DON'T THINK 
THERE'S A GAME 
MECHANIC THAT 
WOULD LET THE. 
WEREWOLVES RIDE 
THEM ANYWAY. 


HOW WOULD 
YOU RIDE ONE 
OF THOSE? 
THE WINGS 
WOULD GET IN 
THE WAY OF A 
SADDLE... 


HAVE A SUPER 
COOL CARD, 
ANYONE WHO. 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
LOOKING AT ME 
JUST THEN. 


ROUND 
ONE PAIRINGS )| 
ARE UP! Å 


WELL, UH... SORT OF? 

MOSTLY JUST COMPUTER 
GAMES OF IT AND PRE- 
CONSTRUCTED DECKS... Å 


SHUFFLE 
SHUFFLE 


"COLLECTING" IS A BIT OF 
А STRETCH. I CAN'T REALLY 
BUY А TON OF CARDS ON 
МУ ALLOWANCE. 


т COULD ве WRONG, Î ОН CRAP. WHAT DO 
I KNEW SOME BUT... NO. NO, HE'S I DO? WHAT IF HE 
GAY GUYS LIKED TOTALLY INTO МЕ. STARTS HITTING 
оше ОМ ME? WHAT IF. 


UNLESS гм 
JUST THAT 
GIRLY, BUT COME 
ON. EVEN IF I 
LOOK GIRLY, MY 
VOICE ISNT 
THAT GIRLY... 15 
IT? „МАН. 


I'M NOT OBLIGATED TO ALL I HAVE ТО 
DO ANYTHING WITH HIM, DO IF HE STARTS 
AND BEING САУ DOESN'T FURTING 15 NOT 
MAKE HIM BAD. | FLIRT BACK, 
7 RIGHT? IT'LL BE 
SUPER OBVIOUS 
TM NOT 
JUSTIN'S ONE INTERESTED. 
OF YOUR BEST 
FRIENDS, AND 
WHEN GRACE IS } неск, IT 
MALE.. DONT SHOULD ВЕ 
THINK LIKE A FLATTERING 
JERK, DAMMIT. AT HE 
THINKS TM 
CUTE, RIGHT? 


UH... NO 
WOULD YOU. 

THANKS. I'M SURE 
UKE то CUT ту IT'S SHUFFLED. 


OKAY. THE EASIEST 

WAY TO HAVE TIME ТО 

GET TO KNOW JUSTIN 
AND... THAT GIRL IS 
το LOSE QUICKLY. 


ТОМУ NEED 
TO PLAY WELL 
ENOUGH TO NOT 
BE OBVIOUS 
ABOUT IT. 


т SUMMON 
DIMINUTIVE 


50? YOU GOT A BUNCH 


7 WITH OP. ALUDRAKRALA IN YOUR DECK. ОГ VAMPIRES, AND ALL HECK, YOU EVEN 
YOU COULD WIN THE WHOLE TOURNAMENT! WITH ABILITIES HAT. GOT A COUPLE 

SHOW WHAT'S-HIS-NAME BEARDED VIDEO COMPUMENT OR Boost Д THRALLS THAT CAN 
STORE GUY WHO'S BOSS! EACH OTHER! Е SACRED 7 


IT'D JUST BE 
REPRESENTED BY TEDD 

ONE CARD OUT AND GRACE BECAUSE THE 

ОЁ FORTY. REAL ART WAS GROSS. | 


YOU DONT EVEN т тент UST и 
NEED OP To маке a аста ο ος тис Erinn Sexy stones 
| Don even |) | “or youn mn 
0060 VAMPIRE DECK, BUT Ш neon werte мод TM! 
WITH OP... MMM.. ων | пита SIME HAE THEY'RE MOSTLY JUST 
x FEELINGS You UNDEAD BAD GUY JERKS! 


WELL, МАКЕ UP A MAYBE THE 50 DON'T PLAY "AS" 

SEXY VAMPIRE STORY TERALLS WERE a THEM. STOP THINKING ABOUT 

WHERE THEY'RE GOOD. THE DECKS STORY AND 
FOCUS ON WINNING. 


P ALL THE SPELLS I HAVE 

FOR THEIR ENERGY TYPES ARE 

TOTALLY EVIL. TOO! "DEATH" 
ENTHRALL PEOPLE AND | | THIS. "PLAGUE" THAT... I DON'T 
DRINK THEIR BLOOD? | | WANT TO PLAY AS THESE GUYS! / 


You WOULD'VE. YA REALLY. YOUR DECK 
And 50, the land was ON THAT GAME 
burned to а 


IS PRETTY GOOD, BUT YOU'RE 
IF YOU'D PLAYED. 


‘SMARTER. 


HAD TWO MONSTERS AND I HAD 
‘ONE? YOU SHOULD'VE ATTACKED. 


EITHER YOU. 
WOULD'VE HIT МЕ 
H BOTH, OR 
YOU'D HAVE HIT МЕ. 
WITH ONE AND WE 
EACH WOULD VE 
LOST A MONSTER. 


EITHER 
WAY, YOU'D 
HAVE COME 
OUT AHEAD. 


соор, NOW 
‘SHUFFLE YOUR DECK. 
THESE ROUNDS ARE 
BEST TWO OUT OF 
THREE, YOU KNOW. 


ин. RIGHT. 
DO YOU HAVE ANY 
OTHER ADVICE? 


PLAYING TOO DEFENSIVELY. 
YOU NEED TO ATTACK MORE, 


THAT THING COST ME SEVEN ENERGY TO 
SUMMON AND WAS SITTING IN MY HAND SINCE. 
TURN ONE. YOU COULD'VE BEATEN ME WELL 
BEFORE I DREW ENOUGH ENERGY TO PLAY IT. 


DAT XS 


Он. UM... THANK YOU. 
ГЦ. KEEP THAT IN MIND. 


ал. 


‘SURE. JUST DON'T 
EXPECT ANY DURING NOT A 
А GAME OR DURING. ROBLEM! 
ROUNDS AGAINST THANK YOU. 
OTHER PEOPLE. 


WOW! THAT 
WAS FAST. DID 
YOU WIN? 


NOT NEARLY 

FAST ENOUGH. 

AND I SORT OF 
WON, YEAH. 


HE WHAT? THAT 

DOESN'T SOUND 

LIKE LARRY. 
CHARD 


NOT BE ATTRACTED 
TO THE REST OF 
THE GUYS HERE. 


NOW THAT SOUNDS 
LIKE LARRY. AND A BUNCH 
OF OTHER GUYS WHO 
HANG QUT HERE. AND GO 
TO MY SCHOOL AND. 


RUDE GAY GUYS. 
WHO CAN'T TAKE 
А HINT HANG 
OUT HERE?! 


НЕ WAS GOING EASY ON 
МЕ. HE AT LEAST LET МЕ 
WIN THE FIRST GAME. DUNNO 
ABOUT THE SECOND. BUT IT 
WOULDN'T SURPRISE ME. 


"SORT оғ? 
WHAT DOES 
THAT MEAN? 


DUDE WAS TOTALLY 
HITTING ON ME! HE WAS 
CONDESCENDING, TALKING 
HIMSELF UP, MAKING CRAP 
UP, SLIPPING IN CREEPY 


7 UN, ZERO, AS FAR AS T 
KNOW. LARRY LIKES GIRLS. 
TM PRETTY SURE YOU'RE 

\ JUST THAT GIRLY, 


WHAT? BUT... SITTING | | YOUR VOICE IS PRETTY 
RIGHT ACROSS... MY 'ANDROGYNOUS, AND 
VOICE... FLATNESS, NOT EVERY WOMAN 

HAS BIG, NOTICEABLE 


BREASTS, 


А DISPROPORTIONATE. 
NUMBER AROUND HERE 

SEEM TO HAVE THEM FOR 
SOME REASON. BUT. 


OKAY... Т... GUESS. 
THAT'S POSSIBLE, BUT. 
BUT THAT DOESN'T 
MAKE HITTING ON ME 
LIKE THAT OKAY! 


оғ COURSE IT 
DOESN'T. IT'S 
TO BE EXPECTED, 


I JUST SAID I KNOW A BUNCH 
OF GUYS WHO TREAT ME LIKE THAT. 
SARAH'S DEALT WITH GUYS LIKE 
THAT, TOO. AND ELLEN. AND. 


BUT... THAT'S 
NOT OKAY! 
THAT SUCKS! 


WELL, I FIGURE EVERY GIRL HAS 
то DEAL WITH STUFF LIKE THAT. 


тем ADDING "BRING 

BACK MAGIC HAMMERS 

FOR ALL WOMEN AGAIN’ 
то MY TO-DO LIST. 


TM PRETTY 
SURE WE'D NEED 
AN IMMORTAL 
FOR THAT. 


WELL. ANYWAY, 
AT LEAST NOW 
YOU CAN SAY 
“EM A DUDE”. 


AND HELL BE 
ALL "WHAAA" 
AND LEAVE 
YOU ALONE. 


NO. I 
DONT WANT 
TO DO THAT. 


I DON'T WANT TO HAVE 
THAT CONVERSATION WITH 
нт DUDE COULD FREAK OUT. | Sone 450 
IT ISN'T ANY OF HIS BUSINESS, || Ham Were 
ANYWAY. THOSE PARTS ARE ДТВ 
PRIVATE, DAMMIT. 


WELL, YOU 


т WAS BEING 
LITERAL, BUT 
YEAH, WE COULD 
DO THAT, TOO. 


HE'S MORE CLUELESS 
THAN ANYTHING. Т 
REALLY HOPE IT DOESN'T 
COME TO тешко нм 

Š TO LEAVE. 


ЕН. TRUST МЕ WHEN 
I SAY THAT MIGHT NOT 
DISSUADE HIM. NO. IF HE 
BOTHERS ME AGAIN, IM 
JUST GONNA TELL HIM 
TO STOP AS CLEARLY 
AS POSSIBLE. 


AND IF НЕ 
DOESN'T. 
JUSTIN OR I 
CAN THROW 
HIM QUT! 


HEY, YOU'VE 
GOT FRIENDS 
IN HIGH PLACES 
IN THIS COMIC 
SHOP. 


АКО YOU WERE 
PLAYING AGAINST 
GEORGE. GOOD 
WORK! 


TM ACTUALLY 

SUPER LUCKY HE 

WAS MY FIRST 
‘OPPONENT. 


GEORGE, HE'S LIKE A GIANT 
CAN ВЕ PRETTY || RUDE YODA I NEED TO 

INSIGHTFUL, KEEP HIM IN MIND WHEN 
ABOUT STUFF. ДЦ I NEED IMPARTIAL ADVICE 


А GAME. I LOST MY 
FIRST ONE, BUT I WON 
THE SECOND GAME, 
AND THE THIRD GAME 
WAS CLOSE! 


ISN'T GEORGE 

KIND OF GOOD 

AT THIS GAME? 
AND, WELL. 
GEORGE? 


YEAH, ВИТ HE'S. 

BRUTALLY HONEST AND 

GAVE ME GREAT ADVICE 
BETWEEN GAMES. 


— 
σου EVER етте 

мая тоне} T 

A YOUVE MADE å 


TO MAKE 


TERRIBLE MISTAKE? КЕЛ 


MEN won туо 


TWAS JUST Md AND LosT 
ABOUT TO By ONE. MUST'VE 
CALL TIME. BEEN QUITE 

GÍA THE MATCH. 


SEVERAL GOOD CARDS COSTING 
THREE ENERGY EACH, AND TWO ENERGY. 
FIGURED I WAS BOUND TO DRAW 
ANOTHER ENERGY SOON ENOUGH. 


YEAH, WELL, I'VE 

THING you're V READ THE SAME WALK- 

SUPPOSED |Д THROUGHS AS YOU. PAL. 
то 00. AT LEAST ТЕШ. ME 


IT WAS OKAY. I SHOULD'VE TAKEN 
А MULLIGAN IN GAME TWO. 


DREW A CARD 
YOU COULDN'T 
ВЕАВ TO SHUFFLE 
BACK IN, ЕН? 


'DUDE'S DECK WAS SLOW, 
BUT TRICKY, MAN. SO HOW 
BADLY DID YOU MESS UP 
TALKING TO THAT GIRL? 


YOU JUST LOOKED 
AT THE TABLE 
NUMBER AND NEVER 
ASKED, DIDN'T YOU? 


терғттаь 


ONE PAIRINGS ARE STILL 
POSTED. WE'LL JUST GO 
LOOK AND SEE WHAT 
HER NAME IS, 


HER NAME! 
HOW DID I 
NOT ASK HER 


ROUND TWO PAIRINGS ARE ШР! | 


ALRIGHT, RELAX. ROUND 
ОНЕ PAIRINGS AREN'T STILL 
POSTED, BUT WE САМ 
FIGURE IT OUT FROM THE 
ROUND TWO PAIRINGS, 


WAY TO GO, LUKE. SPENT 
THE WHOLE ROUND TRYING 
TO BEAT A HOMOPHOBE 
INSTEAD OF TALKING TO 
JUSTIN AND... GIRL 


SEE WHO IM 
UP AGAINST 
THIS ROUND. 


YEAH, SORRY. ODD 

NUMBER OF PLAYERS, THE 

SYSTEM SELECTED YOU TO 
SIT OUT THIS ROUND. 


ОМ THE PLUS 
SIDE. IT'S A FREE 
WIN, BUT YEAH. 


IT KIND OF 
SUCKS TO HAVE 
AN ENTIRE 

ROUND FREE. 


T GAVE UP TRYING TO FIGURE OUT 
HOW THEIR SYSTEM DETERMINES. 
BYES A LONG TIME AGO. ALL I KNOW 
15 THAT'S WHAT THE COMPUTER 
SAID AND I HAVE TO бО BY THAT. 


Улу I GOT 
EXACTLY WHAT 
I NEEDED 
CELEBRATE THE 
@#$'IN6 GOOD. 
TIMES 


UH, ARE YOU. 
SURE? I MEAN, 
I DID WIN THE 
FIRST ROUND. 


1 "Fine, SHE'S 

f OF THE TABLE IS AT "HALF TABLE" 
TABLE FOUR. FOUR WHATEVER 

3 ша THAT WOULD BE. 


ОКЕ SHE'S AT 


‘OKAY. LOOKS Ч. 
% TABLE THREE. Å 


SOME DUDE 
NAMED "TEDD", 
VERSUS. 


[27 WHAT DO Ta ЧИ. м 
YOU HAVE IN EVERYTHING Т ; “SAMANTHA 


COULD POSSIBLY 


Р NEED EVER. 


POCKETS? 


GUY SURE 
LOOKS LIKE 
А “ТЕО 


ONLY PROBLEM IS, JUSTIN'S AT 
NO EXCUSES. I THAT TABLE, AND SUPER POWERFUL ИГ wHo ро 

HAVE THE ENTIRE GIRL IS BEHIND THE COUNTER. I TALK TO 
FIRST? 


ROUND FREE. 


50. JUDGING 
CARD GAMES. THAT, 
UH... THAT'S GOTTA 
y, BE INTERESTING. 


HEH, YEAH, UH... IT'S 
A SHAME YOU DON'T 
HAVE А GAVEL. 


(a | 
, 
e y 


Р 


IN 


— 7 "sn invowes ` | 
0 


YOU KNOW, A GAVEL. 
THAT LITTLE HAMMER THI 
JUDGES BANG FOR ORDER? 


YOU'RE NOT REALLY 
SURE WHAT TO DO 
WITH YOURSELF 
DURING THIS FREE 
ROUND ARE YOU? 


NO, THAT'S 
OKAY. YEAH, I CAN 
SIT THERE, 


RIGHT. YES. 
NOT A PROBLEM. 
GOTTA JUDGE 
THE PEOPLES. 


WELL, 


(ме coun 


У 


MOVE THE 


то JUST GIVE YOU THE 
COOL. HERE, T'LL MAKE END SEAT, BUT I NEED 
IT EASIER TO GET ВУ. TO BE ABLE TO QUICKLY 


NOW I'M TRAPPED WHY 
DIDNT I SAY "YES" TO. 
MOVING THE CHAIR I DONT 
NEED TO SIT NEXT TO HIM 
TO TALK TO HIM I FAIL AT 
ALL OF THE THINGS 


Шу" 


WHAT ON EARTH 
DID THAT OTHER COMIC 
SHOP DO TO YOU? 


THAT LOOK AT 
OTHER COMIC THE GUY ON 
THIS CARD! THAT, 
RULE IS 
бау. 


THAT GAY 


THAT IS THE GAYEST 
THING THAT HAS 
EVER BEEN GAY. 


Он. WELL... APPLES. Y THOUGH 
AND ORANGES, REALLY. \—/ ABRAMS TREK 
16 A GUILTY 
THAT'S WHAT ГО RATHER ABOUT ABRAMS TREK. PLEASURE. 
ASK YOU THAN ANSWER IN WHICH CASE ΤΌ GO 
THAT QUESTION. 1 WITH STAR WARS. 


DÁ СШ | THEY'RE ике a CONVERSATION 
р EVEN THE JORDER, PIECE WITH LIGHTSABERS! 


THEY MAY BE. 
STAR WARS: BUT MUCH TO 


моли TALK ABOUT. 
THERE IS. WARS CARTOONS? 


ALSO, THE CLONE 


'DRAW A CARD, AND. 


OF COURSE I DARE. WHAT 
ELSE AM I GONNA DO? 
M ‘SUMMON ALUDRAKRALA! 
IN YOUR FACE, TEN. 


GEORGE WARNED МЕ 
ABOUT WHAT THAT 
MIGHT MEAN, AND NOT 
EVEN ALUDRAKRALA IS 
PROTECTED FROM THAT. 


WELL, I DO HAVE 
THIS OTHER PRETTY 
GOOD FIVE-ENERGY 
MONSTER. LET'S SEE 
WHAT HAPPENS. 


Target spell does 
nothing and is 
discarded. 


AND THAT 


еко Bi m Пее Drake! 


A UE 


А SHAME YOUR "GUARD" 
WILL FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE 
TO STOP A FLYING-- 


| / OF COURSE, ANYTHING MY ALL THREE OF OUR 
+ |f. POCKETS COULD HAVE DONE GAMES WERE, BUT YOU 
TO HELP ME WIN А CARD WON THE ROUND. 
GAME WOULD HAVE BEEN CONGRATULATIONS. 
QUITE DISHONORABLE. 


THANKS. UH, I CAN SURE. 50. МАТВЕЯ 
TAKE UP THE RESULTS МИ "TEDD" 15 PRETTY wi DEE har J MAYBE т DOESNT. 
AFTER YOU SIGN IT. IM || DEFINITIVELY A و‎ IT'S NONE OF MY 
GONNA GO SAY HI TO MALE NAME. IT BUSINESS IF IT DOES, 
‘SOMEONE ANYWAY. DOESN'T REALLY 
HAVE A FEMALE 
EQUIVALENT. 


STILL, YOU. 'OH. KAY THEN. ТМ... 
MIGHT WANT TO GOING TO GO TURN IN 
KEEP THE NAME THE RESULTS... 
"TESS" IN MIND. 


n VEAH, WHAT 
DOESNT THE DOOKU 
WAS UP WITH 
І Dooku? 


ИКЕ IF BOTH DOOKU 
AND GRIEVOUS WERE 
JUST UP LATE PARTYING 
THE NIGHT BEFORE? 


CONFUSED ву HE SAID MY NAME 
SAM? UH, WHY? || was "MALE" AND THAT I 
‘SHOULD KEEP "TESS" IN 


он, UH... ни WON TWO GAMES. 
SO HOW'D IT co LOST ONE, AND 
å Sams NOT. 
ATEN СОМА a CONFUSING. MIND "IF IT MATTERS 


THIS ROUND? 
BY MY OPPONENT. 


IF IT-- OH. HE 
PROBABLY THINKS [Bf WHAT?! тм NOT 
IT CAN? ТМЕ TRANSFORMED! 
۴ NEVER HEARD Esad ДА ғы. MY HAIR 
IT'S SHORT FOR TRANSGENDER. OLOR IS, BUT 
SOME GIRLY NAMES, |Д OF ANY GIRLS DOLORIS ВО 
NAMED TEDD, 


OH! THAT 16 CONFUSING, “TEDD” 
CAN BE A GIRL'S NAME, 


HUH. WELL, ANYWAY, THAT'S 
NOT WHAT CONFUSED ME. IT 
WAS THE "IF IT MATTERS" PART. 


NO NO NO. YOU 
KNOW, LIKE, FEMALE. 

GENDER UP HERE, MALE 
'SEX DOWN THERE? 


HOW THIS ҸӘ" WHY AND P” _ тмєлм TVE Р κε укном Y 
кот SOMETHING |/ How WOULD I HEARD “TRANSGENDER “Ü ΑΡ. Boy Becomes \ 
YOU KNOW LOOK UP some- || IR BEFORE, BUT THE CONTEXT =, GIRL, OR GIRL BECOMES | 
КА τῇ WAS ALWAYS ABOUT — (Å BOY. THAT'S WHAT I 4 
aii EET TRANSFORMATION. M, THOUGHT IT MEANT. „d 


I. OKAY, SOMETIMES 


он. WELL... I JUST SORTA FIGURED — 
BUT I DON'T THINK BEING TRANSFORMED DOES 


IT'S THE SORT OF THING YOU. 


WOULD'VE LOOKED INTO EVEN IF. | |) THAT'S WHY You oo IT. NOT $ FEEL MORE... RIGHT, BUT 
YOU DION'T KNOW WHAT TO CALL IT. А. ENTIRELY. ANYWAY. THAT'S JUST HOW I AM. 
4 = : ааа кы y 


AES 


ANYONE WITH access € 
ТО TRANSFORMATION TECH I THINK YOUR GENDER IS 
WOULD EXPERIMENT WITH "| | SOMEWHERE BETWEEN MALE AND 
BEING THE OPPOSITE SEX. FEMALE, AND SOMETIMES YOU FEEL 
MORE ОКЕ ONE THAN THE OTHER. 


never элю, |. 
дара | ТЕТІН VES. AND ии 
EEE KAS ETA о sm 
Eng коя ΟΠΠ“ 


YOU HAVE LIMITED CARD GAME COMBAT WELL, UM... THANK 
ESTED WE Mı CARD Wd IN WHICH I COULD NOT UNLEASH MY YOU? YOU PLAYED 
SANE COMBAT FULL POWER BUT I AM BESTED NONE- WELL, TOO. A LOT 
THELESS. HAVING WON TWO GAMES OUT. ‘OF IT WAS-- 
ОР THREE, THE ROUND IS YOURS. 


THAT SARAH AS A GEEK, DOUBT 
BROWN HAS NO MORE! SHE 15 
PROVEN HERSELF ONE OF US! 
IN THE CARD- 
STOCK RING! 


|5 THAT, NO, BUT I KNOW HOW 
TENSAIDED? REALLY THE SORT | / SOME OF THE GUYS HERE ARE. 
HUH. GUESS. LEVEL ONE OF THING I NEED NOW PLEASE ENJOY THIS 
SHE IS „ТО PROVE? 'OMPLIMENTARY PAIR OF NERD 
COSTUME GLASSES. 


I've started a Patreon Campaign! See commentary below comic for details. 


Cun 
M; | 


ы Ва! 


I WON TWO OUT OF THREE 
GAMES AND MADE AN EARTH 
‘SHATTERING PERSONAL DISCOVERY 
THAT BLEW МУ MIND. 


АМО NOW I'M ON SOMETHING OF AN ADRENALINE 
HIGH FROM THAT DISCOVERY AND THERE ISN'T MUCH 
T CAN DO WITH THAT ENERGY IN HERE AND IT'S COLD 
‘OUTSIDE SO TM RAPIDLY SORTING THROUGH MY 
CARDS WOULD IT BE OKAY IF I HUGGED YOU? 


WOW. 
a 63 
WANTS To Д JUST. 

HUG me! ДА HUGGABLE! 


то so 
DISAPPOINTING. 


YEAH, THERE 


RESULTS, 


му ROUND 


WHAT WAS WITH 


Do 
| тнат. του) 


- | N 


WHAT THE HELL WAS THAT?! 
DID MY POWER JUST MAL- 
FUNCTION, OR... OR WHAT? IT 
DIDN'T TELL ME ANYTHING! 


I HAVE VERY Enes Å 


SENSITIVE J Û ANYTHING I 
EYEBALLS! 


NO, THANK YOU, I... I 
JUST GOTTA CRY IT OUT. 
WITH MANLY TEARS. 


OH MY GOD WE'RE DEALING. 
WITH MAGIC IT COULD TOTALLY 
BE SOMETHING I CANT SEE. 


WAS THAT EVEN AN AURA? 
WAS IT FROM THAT GUY? OR 
THAT PINK-HAIRED GUY? OR 
SOMETHING I CAN'T SEE? 


I WARNED YOU NOT TO OIN T HEAR ME 
GAZE UPON МУ GRAND THEN ANY MORE THAN 
+ YOU CAN NOW, AND 
БОК WITH THAT SPELL. Ὃ САН NOME ANE 
TEDD. BUT I DID 
т WARNED YOU IT WOULD \| | TECHNICALLY Sav IT! 
NOT WORK PROPERLY 


WAS rr JUST A ONE-TIME битен? | YEP. JUST GOTTA 
DO I TRY AGAIN? IS THERE AN FINISH INPUTTING јо 
INVISIBLE MONSTER? IS THAT TALL THE RESULTS AND Д roe, 

HEAVY GUY A DEMON?! WHAT-- \ GET PAIRINGS. 


THANKS. WELL, 
THAT'S IT FOR 
THIS ROUND. 


JOUR GRACE? SHE, AND YODA! 
CO-WORKER! Ἡ WELL, SHE LIKES wg SHE DEFINITELY 

DOES SHE uke || some oF THE LIKES YODA. 
STAR WARS? 


I SPENT THE WHOLE ROUND TALKING 
ABOUT STAR WARS?! T'M THE WORST 
SCOUT EVER! 1 DIDN'T EVEN FIND 
OUT ANYTHING ABOUT THAT GIRL! 


„BUT I KNEW. YOU HAVE DONE PADA-WHAT? 
НЕ HAD А CANCEL 


PADAWANS ARE 
GRASSHOPPERS? 


ROUND THREE PAIRINGS ARE UP! 


=== 
You STILL FEEL LIKE 
PLAYING, RIGHT? 


SORRY! I DIDN'T 
MEAN TO STARE. 


он, YOU KNOW. THE 
USUAL RE IND UP 
LOOKING STUFF UP. 


I HOPE I GET Š 60 AHEAD. = 


SHE'S NOT FAKE! 


΄ 7 THE РАК , 
{ топлу AEAINST В гм HOPING 1 GET TO || ` GEEK GIRL? и! sue HAS GEEK CRED 
4 ^ PLAY AGAINST THAT 27 NOW. PLUS, SHE'S 


BLONDE GIRL. MORE CURVY. 


BUT THAT MEANS. 


January 2nd (the past! Oh snap!) 


IT'S NEVER GOING TO. 
HAPPEN, TEDD. YOU NEED. 
TO ACCEPT THAT. 


SEE, THIS IS 
THE OPPOSITE 
OF WHAT NEEDS 
TO HAPPEN. 


THE COLLEGE KIDS AT THAT 
PARTY STILL WOULD HAVE BEEN 
KNEW ABOUT POWERLESS TO STOP А SNEAK 
MAGIC AND HOW || | ATTACK. AND THERE WOULD BE 
IT WORKS. COUNTLESS OTHER THREATS 
то WORRY ABOUT. 


DAD, IF PEOPLE 


WE'RE TALKING 
ABOUT A MAGIC SYSTEM 
THAT REFLECTS THE 
PEOPLE WHO USE IT! 


WHAT SORT OF PEOPLE DO 

YOU THINK ARE GOING TO WIND 

UP WITH THE MOST DANGEROUS 
AND VIOLENT. MAGIC?! 


ELLIOT HAS A 
FREAKING SUPER 
HEROINE SPELL! 


EXCEPTIONS DO NOT 
MAKE THE RULE, AND ELLIOT 
IS A RARE EXCEPTION! 


SERIOUSLY. THAT KID'S 
RIDICULOUS. I THINK HE WAS 
BORN WEARING А SCOUT'S 
UNIFORM OR SOMETHING. 


THERE'S NO WAY! MAYBE TEDD THAT'S AS N WHAT IF... WHAT IF 
| T MEAN. SHE'S үү LIKELY AS A ` ! ТЕР 16 A DUDE? WHAT 
| NOT SUPER BUSTY, о BOY NAMED ! У DOES THAT MAKE US? 
| BUT MOST THIN sue! 4 
GIRLS AREN'T! - 


Г ето аал тн МШ ият ият war тес | 7 ось Wek 
отм 3 CAN se A отыз маме! |76 CURING IT OUT. 
TRICKED US. IT DOESN'T IT'S SHORT FOR STUFF! САН "M GONG Te 


\ MAKE US ANYTHING BUT 1 POSSIBLY ГМ GOING TO PLAY 
VICTIMS OF DECEIT! - AGAINST SARAH. 


IF IT'S SHORT FOR. 
SOMETHING, NOBODY'S 


HELLO. гм RICH, Lnb 


SHORT FOR RICHARD. IT'S 
DERIVED FROM "RIC" AND 
"HARD", AND MEANS 
"POWERFUL LEADER". 


WHAT'S YOUR. 
NAME (AND. 
THE EXTENSIVE 
ETYMOLOGY 
THEREOF)? 


T'M NOT GOING BY PEOPLE KNEW 
ABOUT IT, WANDS 


ARGUE THAT MAGIC 

WOULDN'T BE ABUSED. 

BUT THAT'S ALREADY 
HAPPENING! 


WITH PROTECTIVE 
SPELLS COULD ВЕ 


SOLD IN STORES! Now!" 


"AUTHENTIC YOU'RE BASICALLY 
EXPLOSIVE ‘SUGGESTING WE ALLOW 
EVERYONE ACCESS TO 


HOMING FIREBALL 
WANDS: BUY 


ROCKET LAUNCHERS AND 
МАКЕ IT OKAY BY GIVING 
EVERONE BOMB SUITS. 


YOU KNOW THAT USING 


WOULD A BOMB 
SUIT EVEN HELP 
AGAINST A ROCKET 
LAUNCHER? 


WHAT IF IT WAS 
JUST WANDS? IF 
ONLY CERTAIN 
PEOPLE KNEW HOW 
TO MAKE THEN- 


THAT'S 
А GOOD. 
QUESTION, 
ISN'T IT? 


MAGIC IN THAT MANNER CAN 
HELP DEVELOP ONE'S OWN 
MAGIC, AND IF WANDS BECAME 
COMMONPLACE, SO ТОО WOULD 
BLACK MARKET WANDS. 


You CANT POSSIBLY 
TELL ME THERE ISN'T 
ALREADY A BLACK 
MARKET FOR MAGIC. 


А SMALL ONE THAT'S 
RELATIVELY EASY TO 
MANAGE AND FUELED 
MORE BY FICTION THAN 
ACTUAL DANGEROUS 
MAGIC, YES. 


THERE'S NO 
WAY TO GIVE MAGIC 
TO EVERYONE WITH- 
OUT CATASTROPHIC 

CONSEQUENCES, 


T' SORRY, 
TEDD. BUT 
THIS 16 HOW 
IT HAS TO 
BE. 


HOW DID I w MORTALS WHO'VE q 
NOT See тне BEEN MARKED WITHOUT 
THEIR KNOWLEDGE ALMOST 
EVERYTHING ALWAYS ACCIDENTALLY USE 
COMING! THEIR SPELLS SHORTLY 
AFTER BEING MARKED! 


THAT'S TRUE 
EVEN WHEN SOME- 
ONE DOESN'T HAVE 
ACCESS TO EXCESS 

AMOUNTS OF MAGIC 

ENERGY! 


TI SHOULD 
ВЕ NICE MORE 


NOTHING! 
NOTHING. I-I SAID 


NOBODY'S FREAKING OUT. 
NOTHING. 


I MUST JUST LOOK LIKE AN 
ANDROGYNQUS GIRL INSTEAD 
ОР AN ANDROGYNOUS BOY. 


THE HAIR'S 
OBVIOUS, BUT. 
THEY'RE EITHER. 
NOT NOTICING, 
OR THEY'RE 
LIKE THIS GUY 
AND ASSUMING 
THEY'RE 
REMEMBERING 
IT WRONG. 


ОР COURSE, THIS WASN'T PART OF 

SOME MASTER PLAN. I IMPULSIVELY USED 

МУ VAST POWER TO DO SOMETHING NICE 
WITHOUT THINKING IT THROUGH, 


AND THEN 

SOMETHING I 

DIDN'T EXPECT 
HAPPENED. 


EVEN 
THOUGH I 
SHOULD HAVE 
EXPECTED IT. 


OKAY. WELL. THIS IS CRAZY, 
AND T'LL ABSOLUTELY HAVE TO 
FIGURE QUT WHAT HAPPENED 
AND IF I CAN CHANGE BACK. 


AL dl 
FOR NOW? I GET TO 
BE A GIRL IN PUBLIC AND 

PLAY CARD GAMES! 


'NO-NO-NO- T COULD HAVE A THIS ISN'T A SINGLES IT'S A PERFECT. 
| nano we СИ ы on ве А \ | || ses miss a come || |/ OmORTUNTY то GET 
NOT KNOW J CRAZY AX MURDERER SHOP, AND WERE || TO KNOW EACH OTHER 
EACH OTHER, ABOUT TO PLAY AT | | a LITTLE BETTER WHILE 
LEAST TWO CARD BEING RESPECTFUL OF 

GAMES TOGETHER. EACH OTHER 


ANY DISRESPECT, I. 
SORRY. YEAH. CARD 


WIN. THAT'S NOT 
GAMES. 
RESPECT. NTG 


SO IT LOOKED LIKE 
YOU WERE HAVING A GOOD 
TIME WITH LUKE! 


UH. YEAH, НЕ 
SEEMS LIKE А 
‘COOL GUY. 


AND NOW YOU'RE 
GLARING AT ME AND 
ТМ NOT SURE WHY 
те STILL TALKING 
LIKE THIS? 


THAT'S 
NOT FUNNY, 
GRACE. 


HE... WHAT? 
HE DOESN'T EVEN 
HAVE A CHANCE? 


ОР COURSE МОТ! 
YOU AND TEDD ARE 
PRACTICALLY MARRIED! 


AND I THINK 
MAAAAVBE HE MIGHT 
HAVE AN INTEREST IN 
SOMEONE? HMMM? 
MAYBE JUST A 
LITTLE INTEREST 
IN SOMEONE? 


IT WHAT? 
WHAT'S NOT 
FUNNY? 


THE POOR GUY DOESN'T 

HAVE А CHANCE AND YOU 

KNOW IT. YOU DON'T HAVE 
TO MAKE FUN OF HIM. 


ARE YOU 
SAYING YOU'RE 
NOT PRACTICALLY ду WAIT. DID 
MARRIED? You Two 
2» 


YOU THINK HE'S 
ATTRACTED TO МЕ? 


UH, YEAH? YOU'RE THE ONE WHO 
MADE HIM NERVOUS, PLUS HE ASKED 
ABOUT YOUR OPINION ON STAR WARS. 
WHY, DO YOU THINK HE LIKES SARAH? 


TM NOT. HE 
COULD BE BISEXUAL. 
AND YOU'RE ASSUMING 
HE'S NOT. 


WELL, YEAH. SOME- 
WHERE AROUND ММЕТУ 
PERCENT OF PEOPLE 


LOOK, I SAW 
CHEMISTRY, AND SO. SPIDER-MAN'S 
DID SARAH! I SAW IT SENSES 
WITH MY OWN EYES "TINGLE". 

AND MY RELATIONSHIP 

SENSES WERE 
JIGGLING. 


ME?! THAT... THAT'S. 
RIDICULOUS, YOU CAN'T 
JUST ASSUME HE'S GAY. 


THAT CANT 
POSSIBLY BE 
RIGHT. 


WELL, 
6000 FoR 
SPIDER-MAN. 
I JIGGLE. 


LOOK. ID 

LIKE IT IF HE WAS. 

INTERESTED, BUT I 

CAN'T JUST ASSUME 
HE'S GAY. 


THAT STILL 
DOESN'T SOUND. 
RIGHT, BUT OKAY. I 
GET YOU DON'T 
WANT TO JUMP TO. 

CONCLUSIONS, 


BUT IF YOU 
‘STUBBORNLY 
‘ASSUME EVERY- 
ONE YOU MEET IS 
‘HETEROSEXUAL, 
HOW ARE YOU 
EVER GONNA MEET 
‘SOMEONE? 


AN EARRING. I READ THAT 


PROBABILITY 15 ON 

МУ SIDE, OR MORE 

LIKE IT'S ACTIVELY 
OPPOSING ME. 


NOT LIKE I 
CAN JUST LIGHT 
UP A "GAY SIGNAL" 
AND GET GAY GUYS 
TO REVEAL THEIR 
GAYNESS TO ME. 


T MEAN, I 
SORTA TRIED 
‘SOMETHING 
UKE THAT. 
BUT. 


WELL, SOME PEOPLE TOLD 

NE IT WAS "TOTALLY GAY", 
BUT THAT'S NOT EXACTLY 
WHAT I WAS GOING FOR. 


YOU HAD Ν | HAVING ONE ON YOUR RIGHT EAR 
А "GAY WAS SUPPOSED TO, I DUNNO, 
SIGNAL"? ADVERTISE GAYNESS, I STILL 
WEAR IT SOMETIMES, BUT. 


анаа 


“ANYWAY, I 


SUME P AT LEA THERE IS A GUY RIGHT 
кє our HOW a HERE, RIGHT NOW, WHO 1 HEARD THAT 
WHO WANT TO (THEORETICALLY) “THEORETICALLY” 
то MEET GUYS ДД EXPERIMENT THEORETICALLY WANTS 


IN COLLEGE. YOUR MAN HUGS. 


‘OKAY, LOOK. YOU GUYS WERE TALKING 50 DID YOU TWO DISCUSS 
ABOUT STAR WARS, RIGHT? RETURN OF THE JEDI? 


WHAT WAS HIS. 
OPINION REGARDING 
SLAVE LEIA? 


NO, BUT WHAT 
ELSE WOULD YOU 
TALK ABOUT? 


DISAPPOINTING. 


I DONT KNOW 
z WHAT THEY WERE 


(оклу. YOU'RE, 
A LITTLE ВП. 
FREAKING OUT 
RIGHT NOW. 


WHY 
NOT? THE 
WORST HE 

COULD DO IS 

SAY NO. 


ASK HIM OUT? I 
CAN'T JUST ASK 
HIM OUT. WHAT IF 
HE'S NOT "OUT" 
OR DOESN'T REALIZE 
HE'S бАУ? OR HE'S 
DATING SOMEONE? 


WELL. OF COURSE I 
АМ. YOU'RE TELLING ме. 
THERE'S A GUY HERE I LIKE 
WHO MIGHT ACTUALLY 
LIKE ME BACK! 


Ой FREAK OUT AND 

QUIT THE TOURNAMENT AND 

NEVER COME BACK... NO NO 
NO. I JUST MET HIM. TM 
МОТ SCARING HIM AWAY. 


OR WHAT IF WAIT А MINUTE. 
WERE WRONG? THERE AFTER EVERYTHING 
COULD BE STRAIGHT МЕЧЕ SEEN. 
GUYS WHO DONT LIKE 
SLAVE LEIA! 


I MEAN, THERE 
COULD ALSO BE BIG OH MY GOD BIG 
FOOT, UT. FOOT IS REAL 


I CAN'T JUST ASK HIM 
OUT! I TOLD YOU, IT'S 
NOT THAT SIMPLE! 


50 WHAT I DUNNO. L. тм 
ARE YOU TI THINK I HAVE @ GONNA 
кото AN EARRING LIGHT UP 

Do? IN MY GLOVE Ж THE Gay 
COMPARTMENT. ДА SIGNAL 


HELLO000. 
JUSTIN! 
WHAT'S UP? 


он, I'M FINE. THERE'S 
PLENTY OF STUFF TO 
LOOK AT IN HERE, AND 
IF ГМ EVER REALLY 
BORED, I CAN ALWAYS 
PLAY AROUND WITH 
CHANGE BLINDNESS. 


НИН. I GUESS. 
THAT EXPLAINS 
WHY NEW. 
HAIRCUTS 
OFTEN GO. 
UNNOTICED. 


I'M GOING TO No. STOP. 
PUT IN A NEW. RICK MORANIS 
MOVIE. I CAN ONLY IS А NATIONAL 
WATCH SPACE BALLS TREASURE. 
50 MANY TIMES IN 


А MONTH. 


YOU'RE NOT SAYING YOU 
START REARRANGING THE 
INVENTORY, ARE YOU? 


WELL, HE IS. 
YOU'RE NOT 
GETTING TOO 
BORED BACK 
HERE, ARE YOU? 
PEOPLE HAVEN'T 
BEEN BUYING 
MUCH TONIGHT. 


BASICALLY, THE PHENOMENON IN 
WHICH NOT SEEING A CHANGE HAPPEN 
CAN KEEP A PERSON FROM EVEN NOTICING 
THAT ANYTHING HAS CHANGED. 


NOPE! I LEAVE 


YOU COULD MOVE 
STUFF AROUND IN 
Å ROOM WHILE NO 
‘ONE'S LOOKING, 
AND EVEN PEOPLE 
WHO ARE REALLY 
FAMILIAR WITH 
THAT ROOM MIGHT 
NOT NOTICE UNTIL 
IT'S POINTED OUT 
IN SOME WAY. 


ASSUMING YOU 
DONT CHANGE TOO 
MUCH, ANYWAY. 


EVERYTHING WHERE |/ THEN HOW DO YOU 
"PLAY AROUND" WITH 
CHANGE BLINDNESS? 


Patreon 


OH му GOD IS IT 
TEMPTING TO PLAY UP МУ 
FEMININITY RIGHT NOW. 
I KNOW THIS GUY IS 
SORTA BEING A CREEP. 


АКО I SHOULD 
ВЕ REALLY 
CAREFUL ABOUT 
WHAT I WISH 
FOR RIGHT NOW. 


FOR ALL r 
KNOW, А MIND. 
READING GENIE 
15 BEHIND THIS. 


YOU KNOW, THIS CARD REMINDS 

ME THAT MY ALIEN CONSPIRACY. 

BLOG HAS A LITTLE OVER THREE 
HUNDRED SUBSCRIBERS. 


EGS:NP and more! Commentary 


AND гм DOWN TO 

THIRTEEN LIFE. WELL. 

AT LEAST IT MATCHES 
NY SHOE SIZE. 


AND 
WRITTEN 
THEM. 


AND LOOKED 
FOR MOVIES 
WITH THAT. 
PLOT АТ THE 
VIDEO STORE. 


..AND I DON'T WANT TO 
ENCOURAGE THAT, BUT I'M 
A GIRL IN PUBLIC! I JUST 
WANT TO BE GIRLY AND A 
BIT OF А TEASE AND WEAR 
СИТЕ QUTFITS AND. 


ANYTIME YOU WANNA 
MAKE THAT HAPPEN, 
HYPOTHETICAL MIND- 
READING GENIE, GO 
RIGHT AHEAD. 


5 AND THAT'S FIVE жа” y] 
DAMAGE, SORRY. 


WINNING AGAINST А || ALL I DID WAS ASK IF 
GIRL IN A CARD GAME YOU PLAYED CARD 
FEELS WRONG, BUT GAMES OFTEN! YOU 
HITTING ON А GIRL || JUST ASSUMED I WAS 
YOU JUST MET МА HITTING ON YOU AND 

COMIC SHOP IS okay? | | GOING TO LET YOU WIN! 


NO МО, HONESTY'S 
6000, I LIKE HONESTY. 


DON'T KNOW HOW TO 
GO WITH THAT. 


TALK TO WOMEN? 


WELL, IT 
FEELS LIKE 
I'M DOING 
SOMETHING 


WELL, OBVIOUSLY, 
BUT THAT WAS STILL 
PRESUMPTUOUS/ 


YOU'RE DONE 
WITH YOUR TURN, 


OH, UH, SOR--T 


MEAN YEAH. YOUR LOOK (TS NOT, 
RIGHT? 


1-1 MEAN, YEAH, 
YOU'RE A PERSON, BUT WE'RE 
DIFFERENT. YOU KNOW? 


NO. SEE, SHE'S 
HITTING ON YOU AT A 
TIME WHEN YOU DON'T 
WANT ТО GET HIT ON. 


COMPLICATED. WERE 
BOTH PEOPLE. 


петли 77 ure, оклу 
eT. Мета Say YOURE 
Ep] coms SOMETHING 
SOMEWHERE AND 
DONT WANT TO 
GET HT ΟΝ 


AND SOME 
STRANGE GIRL 
YOU'VE NEVER 
MET SUDDENLY 

STARTS HITTING 

ом YOU. 


COME ON. THERE'S 
GOT TO BE TIMES WHEN 
YOU DON'T WANT RANDOM 
WOMEN HITTING ON YOU. 


BUT 
YOU'RE A 


THAT'D BE 
AWESOME! 


YOU'RE 
JOKING, 
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[I ukes sust a 


THIS FEELS so. ES 
OVER, BUT I 
DONT THINK 
HE'S кота 

PUBLIC ANYMORE. ΕΞΝΟΤΚΕΝ, 


reee uer И 
Ж) 


т SHOULDN'T 
ТАУ TO GET 
HIS ATTENTION 
RIGHT NOW. 


„AND THEN THEY'LL GET 
MARRIED, AND BUILD А HOUSE, 
AND HAVE LOTS OF BABIES.. 


m (СО 
BRINGS YOU HERE BECAUSE GREG'S ON 
ОМА FRIDAY А DATE WITH HIS 


мент? GIRLFRIEND, SO. 


WE MIGHT HAVE 
ТО MOVE GAME 
NIGHT AROUND, BUT 
THAT'S FINE. 


WAIT, THAT 
DOESN'T MAKE 
ANY SENSE. 


= 


UY anew GIRL- 
742 


WHY WOULD 
THEY BUILD А 
HOUSE? 


7 


WAS IT JUST A DREAM? IT 
SEEMS 50 STRANGE, BUT IT'S 
NOT THAT WEIRD TO DREAM 
ABOUT CATALINA BOBCAT 
DOING CAT-LIKE THINGS, OR 
RHODA BEING INVOLVED IN 
SIZE CHANGING ANTICS. 


SUMMONING, 
JUSTIN'S 
DREAMED ABOUT AURA-BOOSTED 
AN IMMORTAL STRENGTH. 
GIVING THEM RHODA'S SIZE 
MAGIC MARKS MANIPULATION, 
WITH SPELLS! CATALINA'S САТ 
MORPHS. 


AND DEX. UM, SORRY! HM? SORRY, DID 
он RIGHT! I JUST SORTA YOU SAY SOMETHING? 
DEX! ‘SPACED OUT, I GOT DISTRACTED BY 
THERE. THIS movie. 


HE'S FINE, 
AND I KNOW HE 
HAS А MARK. 


JUSTIN. JUSTIN CAN DEFINITELY || Не NEVER SAID HOW COULD HE MISS A SMALL 

DO THAT AURA STRENGTH ANYTHING ABOUT FLAME SHAPED MARK COLORED 

DEALIE. IF HE HAS A FLAME || HAVING ONE, THOUGH. SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT FROM THE 
MARK ON HIS BACK, THEN THAT || ir IT'S THERE. HE'S 


REST OF HIS SKIN ON A SPOT 
DREAM WASN'T JUST А DREAM. || GOTTA KNOW, RIGHT? | HIGH UP ON HIS BACK WHERE 


HE'D NEED A MIRROR AND 
PROBABLY HAVE TO MAKE A 


| DELIBERATE EFFORT TO DAMMIT 


MAYBE I SHOULD TRY 


I VERY NEARLY ‘SARAH'S THING AND 


SUCCESSFULLY CHANGED 


ESSFULLY OH IMAGINE THE GAME 


LIKE IT'S AN ACTUAL 
WIZARD DUEL. 


I AM THE SUPER CUTE. 
WIZARD OF TRANSFORMATION E bees 


N JUNO. 
‘AND SCIENCE, TEDD VERRES! TAKING A HINT. 


TURN, RIGHT? 


NOT THAT I'M 
BOTHERED BY IT. 
YOU CAN BE QUIET 
IF YOU WANNA ВЕ, 


JUST. you 
KNOW, DELAY 
OF GAME. 


A belief commonty 
held in the land of 
card games is that 
those who shuffle 
with justice and good 
in their hearts shall 
inevitably know 
victory over those 
who do not. 


This, however, is 
falsehood. Cards саге 
not for the cares of 
humanity, and they 
shuffle as they mag. 
The cards ultimately 
neutral, even the just 
ean fall in card 
game combat. 


But yeah, Tedd 
and Sarah totally 

kicked Rich and 

Larry's asses. 


UH, HEY, JUSTIN. I'VE GOT ОН, PRETTY WELL. 
MY ROUND RESULTS. MIND IF WON BOTH GAMES. 


I LEAVE MY CARDS HERE? 


|25 


YEAH, I GUESS I DO. 


WELL, UH, ТМ GONNA GO 


SOUNDS 6000. 
"TALK TO GRACE. TALK TO YA LATER. 


DID HE SERIOUSLY NOT 


E 
: NOTICE EN WEARING А 
МАРЕ HAIRED GL? А SUPER SWEET EARRING? 


THAT CREEPY FLOATING GIRL FROM 
THE NEWS MAY OR MAY NOT BE А 
POWERFUL IMMORTAL WHO HAS BEEN 
MARKING Å WHOLE BUNCH OF PEOPLE, 
POSSIBLY INCLUDING JUSTIN, RHODA, 
CATALINA, AND NOW MAYBE YOU! 


I HAD A DREAM ABOUT IT! I'M NOT SURE 
IF IT'S TRUE, BUT IF YOU WERE MARKED AND 
GIVEN A SELF-GIRLIFICATION SPELL. YOU COULD 
HAVE USED IT WITHOUT MEANING TO! 


I'M.. HONESTLY NOT SURE WHAT TO 
соммемт ON FIRST. YOU'RE HAVING 
PROPHETIC DREAMS, NOW? 


BUT YOU DO HAVE SOME MAGIC ENERGY, AND 
IT WOULDN'T BE A SPELL "OF YOUR OWN". IT'S 
FROM A MARK, AND THERE'S ALL THAT AMBIENT 
MAGIC AROUND MOPERVILLE! YOU DON'T NEED. 
TO HAVE AS MUCH MAGIC ENERGY AS NORMAL! 


1. GUESS THAT 
COULD BE TRUE. 


OR MAYBE SOMEONE 

ELSE HERE WAS, AND 

THEIR SPELL TARGETS 
OTHER PEOPLE? 


I REITERATE: 
SAY WHAT 
NOW? 


I DUNNO! 
THAT CAN 
WAIT. MARK 
NOW, DREAMS 
LATER. 


WELL, I CAN'T HAVE 
А MARK. Т/М MAGICALLY 
IMPAIRED, REMEMBER? TLL 
NEVER HAVE SPELLS OF 

` MY OWN. 


RIGHT. SO NOW WE 
NEED TO CHECK YOU 
FOR MAGIC MARKS! 


: mm 
ma E 
es, 


NOTICES. 


UM, BECAUSE А NEW 
OF THE NEW ENCHANTMENT? 
ENCHANTMENT? WHAT ARE YOU, 


TEDD DREW VERRES! ОР COURSE 
DID YOU USE A GIRLY MORPH | NOT! I HAVE 
WATCH IN THE MIDDLE с 'NO IDEA 
А COMIC SHOP? HOW THIS 

HAPPENED! 


WHY DID 
YOUR HAIR CHANGE 


WE NEED TO! IF 
YOU DIDN'T TRANSFORM YOU'RE 
YOURSELF, THEN SOMEONE WP RIGHT. BUT 
OR SOMETHING ELSE DID! WE CAN'T 
OTHER PEOPLE COULD GET JUST. I 
TRANSFORMED! MEAN. 

HERE? 


Тт SORRY, SHOULD 
I HAVE LET YOU DO 
THAT YOURSELF? 


NO, NO, I We 
GONNA SUGGEST WE 
START JUST BY LIFTING 

THE SHIRT 50! 


TM STILL... NOT... HM. ГМ STILL NOT 
SEEING А MARK... COULD IT BE ON 
YOUR FEET? YOU SHOULD GET THE 
REST OF YOUR CLOTHES BACK ON. 


NOT RIGHT HERE. 
THE BACK ROOM. 


он, RIGHT. IT'S 

STILL FEELS PUBLIC, 
BUT... THAT DOOR 
LOCKS, RIGHT? 


WE CAN PROP A 
CHAIR UNDER THE 
DOOR HANDLE? 


„ТМ NOT... SEEING 
ANY MARK ON YOUR 
UPPER TORSO. 
MAYBE I 
WASN'T-- W- 
WHOA THAT'S 
THOROUGH 


YES, YES, 
IT'S FINE. MARK 
COULD BE ANY- 

WHERE. FINE. AND 

GOOD. GOOD AND 

FINE. 


THS IS 
ACTUALLY PRETTY 
EXHILARATING. 
AND IF ONE OF 
THOSE GUYS OUT 
THERE TRIES TO 
GET IN HERE TO 
USE THE 
RESTROOM? 


I REALLY DON'T THINK 
IT'S LIKELY I HAVE А 
MARK. YOUR HYPOTHESIS 
15 GOOD AND ALL, BUT... 


WHICH I'm VERY 
THANKFUL FOR 
YOU DON'T REALLY 

THINK IT'S- 


50 I REALLY 
HAVE А MAGIC 
MARK? I. TVE 
BEEN GIVEN 
THE POWER TO. 
TURN MYSELF 
INTO A GIRL?! 


ETA 
Ау, 1 THAT SOUNDS 
THAT'S МУ REALLY DISTURBING 


HEAD. I 
nd FOR SOME REASON. 
HEAD. SKIN, RIGHT? / 


E 


WELL, THERE'S SKIN 
ON YOUR HEAD. 


Т CAN'T ВЕАЦУ TELL WHAT ITS 
5НАРЕ IS, BUT THERE'S DEFINTELY 
А MARK UNDER YOUR HAIR. 


EITHER THAT, OR YOU'VE 
ACQUIRED A WEIRD TAN UNDER YOUR 
HAIR IN THE MIDDLE OF WINTER. 


WOW THAT'S YOU HAVE, WHAT, 
REDUNDANT. THREE WAYS OF 
DOING THAT NOW? 


FOUR IF YOU COUNT ASKING 
ELLEN, AND I'M WORKING ON MORE. 
STILL PRETTY COOL, THOUGH. 


COOL IT MAY BE, BUT THIS 
KINDA SORTA MAYBE CONFIRMS 
THAT MY DREAMS ABOUT THAT 
IMMORTAL WERE REAL! 


“KINDA WELL, YOU WEREN'T IN THOSE 
SORTA DREAMS BUT IT'D BE A PRETTY 
mavae"? Д | HUGE COINCIDENCE FOR THEM NOT 

TO 8E REAL BASED ON THIS. 


YEAH, IT 
WOULD ВЕ. WE 
HAVEN'T REALLY 
CONFIRMED IT 
VET, THOUGH. 


IT'S NOT 
А BIRTHMARK. 
I'VE SEEN YOU 

HAIRLESS. 


IT'S UNSCIENTIFIC TO ASSUME 
THE MARK HAS TO BE ONE OF 
THE POSSIBILITIES WE CAN THINK = 
ОҒ WITHOUT TESTING IT FIRST. IF 
Т САМ CAST THE SPELL AGAIN, 
THEN IT'S CONFIRMED! 


OOH. 
 MARK-BUSTING/ 


7 THINK YOU JUST JUST FOCUS ON GIRLY MORPH, 
HAVE TO CONCENTRATE? 


CASTING THE SAME GIRLY MORPH, 
FOCUS YOUR CHI, OR. ‘SPELL AGAIN AND GIRLY MORPH. 
SOMETHING? MAYBE TRY TO WILL IT TO 


| SCRUNCH UP YOUR FACE? HAPPEND? 


DID IT--IS 
MY VOICE 
HIGHER? 


ETT стоте 


к 
be TRY AGAIN TO GET ВАС 


EEEEEEE THIS 
8 15 50 COOL 


TM TEMPTED 
TO CHECK MYSELF 
QUT IN THE MIRROR, 
Вит PUBLIC REST- 


TEDD, YOU 
ВЕАЦУ NEED ТО 
CHANGE BACK TO 
NORMAL BEFORE 
SOMEONE SEES. 


I DUNNO. NOBODY 
NOTICED BEFORE. 
MAYBE I CAN STAY 
LIKE THIS FOR А 

WHILE, MY VOICE IS 


CHANGE 
BLINDNESS HAS 
LIWTS. ALSO, 
THAT CUTE VOICE 
15 AUDITORY. 


WHATNESS? ОН. 
RIGHT! THAT'S 
А THING! 


TM NOT ACTUALLY 
SURE THIS SPELL HAS 
А "REVERSE" MODE. IT 
MIGHT JUST MAKE ME 
MORE... THIS. 


‘SURE HOW MUCH 
CUTER MY VOICE 
САМ GET! 


I DIDN'T. 
ALL I DID WAS 
RESOLVE TO 
UNDO IT. 


THIS... THIS HAS HAPPENED 
BEFORE. I'VE WANTED АМ | УТ HAS? WHY 
ENCHANTMENT TO GO. DIDN'T YOU 
AWAY, AND POOF! GONE. TELL ME? 

JUST LIKE THAT. 


I COULDN'T 
EXPLAIN IT! I STILL 
CAN'T EXPLAIN IT! ГА THEN WHY 
JUST... гм GOOD AT ARE YOU STILL 
DISENCHANTING А GIRL? 
MYSELF! 


I THINK... I THINK CLEARED OUT OF THE WAY HOW IS THAT NOT 

THE HAIR COLOR SO IT WOULDN'T INTERFERE, ONE ENCHANTMENT. 
ENCHANTMENT WASN'T OR THAT'S JUST HOW IT. REPLACING ANOTHER? 

REPLACED. IT WAS WORKS, OR... SOMETHING! 

JUST... REMOVED. 


BECAUSE THE SPELL DIDN'T 
USE AN ENCHANTMENT! IT JUST 
CHANGED ME! IT DIDN'T LEAVE 
ANYTHING THAT WEARS OFF, OR. 
‘OR CAN SIMPLY BE UNDONE? 


THIS ISN'T AN 
WAT, so ENCHANTMENT. 
YOU THINK 

THAT. 


BUT THAT'S OKAY. RIGHT? | ||] seems то ВЕ A VERY BASIC SEX CHANGE 
WE NOUR SPELL CHANGED. | |. Spell, SORTA LIKE FEMALE VARIANT NUMBER 
= ||| ONE ON THE TF GUN I SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
UH.. YOUR DEFAULT FORN. 
ponderis GET BACK TO NORMAL. ASSURING T WAS 
BACK, RIGHT? \ N MY SPELL THAT DID Της. 


WORST CASE SCENARIO, I GET TO ВЕ 

TRY NOT TO THINK ABOUT SMUG ABOUT INSISTING ON KEEPING 

HOW FEW OBJECTIONS CLONE FORM BACKUPS OF OURSELVES, 
YOU'D HAVE ΤΟ THAT. 


TEEN season we wee | =s 
οτι αλλον ‘COME LOOKING FOR YOU YET. 
ed 


THANK YOU, BUT I'M МОООТ А 
THAT'S NOT HUNDRED PERCENT CERTAIN 
IMPORTANT. TM THERE ISN'T POTENTIAL FOR AN 
HERE FOR YOU. AREA OF EFFECT TO THIS. TW 
NINETY-NINE PERCENT CERTAIN, 
BUT I DONT WANT TO RISK. 
CHANGING YOU, TOO. 


BACK OUT. 
userne À 


MAYBE WE 
‘SHOULDN'T 
MESS WITH IT 
FOR NOW. FOR 
ALL WE KNOW, 
THAT PIGTAILED 
FORM COULD'VE 
BECOME YOUR 
DEFAULT IF 
YOU'D DONE 
ANYTHING 
DIFFERENTLY! 


FOR АЦ. I KNOW, THERE 

REALLY /6 AN AREA OF 

EFFECT POTENTIAL TO 

THIS. MOSTLY, THOUGH, 
1 NEED TO FOCUS. 


JUST GOTTA TREAT 

THIS LIKE ANOTHER 
EXPERIMENT WITH 
SARAH. IF I CAN 


THAT MEANS NO SCRUNCHY 
FACE. EYES WIDE OPEN. 


=p 


EP 3 


IF MY DEFAULT FORM 
MATCHES THE GENDER I 
CURRENTLY WANT TO BE, IT 
ENCHANTS МЕ RELATIVE 
TO THAT FORM. 


IT TURNS OUT 
THE SPELL HAS 
CONTEXTUAL 
VERSATILITY. 


IF NOT. IT 
CHANGES My 
DEFAULT FORM. 
THE MORE Т 
GENUINELY WANT 
TO BE EITHER 
SEX, THE LESS 
CONCENTRATION 
IT TAKES ТО 
CAST THE SPELL 
AND CHANGE 
MY DEFAULT 
FORM. 


HOW COULD 
YOU POSSIBLY 
KNOW ALL- 


ОН, AND I CAN TOTALLY ENCHANT OTHER 
PEOPLE IF ТМ TOUCHING THEM, BUT I CAN'T 
CHANGE THEIR DEFAULT FORMS. JUST A BASIC 
‘SEX CHANGE ENCHANTMENT WITH A SORT 
ОР EXTRA GIRLY OR MANLY FLARE TO IT. 


THAT SAID. 
I THINK IVE 
GOT A PRETTY 
FIRM GRASP ON 
HOW TO MAKE 
TRANSFORMATION 
WANDS THAT 
PERMANENTLY 
CHANGE DEFAULT 
FORMS NOW, 50 
THAT'S KINDA 
NIGHTMARISH. 


YOU KNOW HOW WE THOUGHT 
I JUST SORTA HAD THIS INTUITION 
ABOUT MAGIC AND STUFF BECAUSE 

ОР ALL THE TESTING I'VE DONE? 


IT'S MORE 
COMPLICATED 
THAN THAT. 


THIS IS A МОМЕ 
REVIEW SHOW HOSTED. 
BY SARAH'S HUNKY 


EX-BOYFRIEND AND A 
А VIDEO? WHAT IS 
THIS. ONE OF THOSE SUPER COOL LADY WHO 
STUPID NOSTALGIA 


VES, THAT'S SARAH 
ACTING IN А NERDY JUDGE THE VALUE OF A PERSON W = T GAVE THE 
OR DECIDE WHETHER THEY'RE р IMPRESSION THAT 


Е Ен 
EE 


ALSO, I COULDN'T 
HEAR EVERYTHING OVER YOU KNOW. 
ALL THE CHATTER IN AND I AM A 
HERE AND ME TRYING TO STICKLER 
MIND MY MANNERS, BUT FOR THE 
YOU SHOULD KNOW IT'S RULES. 
AGAINST TOURNAMENT Í 
RULES TO FLIRT WITH 
YOUR OPPONENTS OR 
MAKE COMMENTS ABOUT 
THEIR SEXUALITY. 


TM NOT GOING TO 
SAY ANYTHING TO 
JUSTIN. CAUSE I 
THINK YOU'RE MOSTLY 
JUST YOUNG AND. 
AWKWARD AND DIDN'T 
KNOW ABOUT THAT? 


АМ IMMORTAL MARKED THE BACK OF МУ 
UGH. THAT MATCH HEAD. I INADVERTENTLY TURNED MYSELF 
END FAST ENOUGH. INTO A GIRL (WHICH IS WHY MY HAIR IS BACK 
TO PURPLE), AND I APPARENTLY HAVE SOME 
SORT OF ABILITY THAT GIVES ME INSIGHT 
INTO SPELLS AND ENCHANTMENTS. 


THERE'S АМ 
IMMORTAL.? 


AND... WHERE TO EVEN BEGIN? 
YOU HAVE MAGIC NOW? 


AND SOME SORT OF 
MAGIC INTUITION? 


BUT... I DO IT ALL THE 
TIME] IT'S WHY I NEEDED. 
TO WATCH YOU TRANSFORM 
АЦ. THOSE TIMES! 


I UH.. IM 
PRETTY SURE NOW HOW IF YOU 
IVE HAD THAT M Focus YOUR EYES 
FOR A WHILE, JUST RIGHT, YOU 
ACTUALLY Г Ж CAN SORT OF “SEE 

JUST NEVER... ы MAGIC? 


AY. YOU 
А GENDER- 
BASED SPELL, 


SEEN THE 
RESULTS 

ОЕ USING 
MAGIC? 


KNOW WHAT 
YOU'RE 
TALKING 
ABOUT. 


УЕАН, AND yOU WERE 
ALWAYS WEARING YOUR 
GLASSES! 1 THOUGHT 
THAT'S WHAT THEY 
WERE FOR! 


THEY MAKE ME 
LOOK SCIENTIFIC! 


so yo, DONT AND THAT WELL... I DONT EVEN KNOW 
а £775 Tes vou ШЕ ном то ELAN m ITS URE. 
КЕР Чал Sturt? SORT OF ОКЕ AN AURA? 


AND THERE'S 
A CONSISTENCY 
TO HOW SPELLS 
AND ENCHANT- 
MENTS WORK 
AND HOW THEY 
LOOK WITH 
‘SUBTLE AND 
МАТОВ 
VARIATIONS? 


SO I FIGURED I MADE "NU BECAUSE т FOCUSED AS HARD 
OUT A LOT OF W INTUITIVE tears AS I COULD WHILE LOOKING 
WHAT MEANT THAT KEPT AT MYSELF FOCUSING AS 

WHAT MANUALLY, TURNING OUT HARD AS I COULD! I USED MY 
Ой AT LEASTI Jf RIGHT, AND NOW INSIGHT ON MY INSIGHT! 

THOUGHT I DID. ДВ I KNOW WHY, 1 Š 

GUESS! 


BUT... I THOUGHT TOONT 


YOU WERE MAGICALLY KNOW WHAT OT 
IMPAIRED. HOW IS THIS. 
MAGICALLY IMPAIRED? 


YOU'RE А WIZARD! Д ТМ NOT А 


А SPACE WHALE 
TOLD ME. 


А WIZARD БА 
MT EVEN SPELLCASTER WHO 
15 А WIZARD, me 

OR MAY NOT 
EXACTLY? А 
ш, HAVE SPELLS OF 
THEIR OWN, BUT. 
CAN LEARN OTHER 
WHICH SEEMS 
LIKE IT SHOULD 
BE AN ODD THING. S 
TO ASK. BUT msa 
WHATEVER. DISTINCTION 
ONE'S BORN 
WITH. 


50 ASIDE FROM "WORD OF I DONT "HAVE" AND THAT SCARY WAND DEALIE 
SPACE WHALE". HOW CAN YOU А SPELL. I MEAN. I @ WOULD'VE BEEN ABLE TO TELL, AND 
BE CERTAIN YOU'RE МОТ ONE? DO BUT IT'S FROM Å тує BEEN AROUND TONS OF THE 
+ А MAGIC MARK. SAME SPELLS USED AGAIN AND 
IT'S BASICALLY AGAIN. I WOULD'VE LEARNED SOME 
YOU HAVE CHEATING. WITHOUT EVEN TRYING BY NOW. 
А SPELL. 
NOW, AND 
YOU САМ 
ЗЕЕ HOW 
OTHER 
РЕОРСЕ“ 
SPELLS 
WORK, 


WIZARDS JUST HAVE TO SEE A SPELL WELL. IT NÀY 
ENOUGH TIMES TO LEARN IT? THEY DONT βέτο. 
NEED ТО MAKE ANY EXTRA EFFORT? SIMPLE, BUT I'M 
NOT А WIZARD! HARRY POTTER. 


REALLY? BECAUSE 
YOU SORT OF LOOK 
LIKE AN ASIAN 


LAZY WIZARDS. 


[ MAN, THAT CHICK T EA | Å YOU BITE YOUR 
WAS TOTALLY IN TO Pa 

ME. SHE COULDN'T 

STOP SMILING AND 

BLUSHING! HOW'D 


I'M SERIOUS. \ | 
TONGUE! AND DID THAT SARAH GIRL 
I NOT JUST SAY WAS... SHE WAS 
HOW SMOOTH MY LIKE А GUY, BUT 
MOVES WERE? 
YOU DO WITH THE А 
FAKE GEEK? 


I DONT THINK МОТ THAT DIFFERENT 
SHE IS, DUDE. ГМ FROM YOU, MAYBE. 
PER Tea, [Ñ SORTA THINKING COME ON. THEY'RE || PEOPLE, vou KNOW? 
prr Apnd WOMEN AREN'T LOADED UP WITH GIRLY THEY'RE MORE 
mA THAT DIFFERENT HORMONES. THEY'RE 
FROM US. GIRLY. THAT'S WHAT 


COMPLICATED THAN 
‘OUR GUIDES SAY. 
М MAKES THEM GIRLS! 


Try аппа 
Eon 4 
соба ane. ff као ms | μμ tet 
SER AUT Д TOURNAMENT нис ο ۸ тне пел=онз 
EC O HIT ON YO т μος 
å са 


My TURN? I'M AT 
NEGATIVE THREE THATS 
LIFE. YOU JUST GREAT. ADD 
WON THE MATCH. INSULT TO 
INJURY. 


SO DISTRACTED. ELIT 

Lj sur Hey, т Guess. {OULD TR 
I CAN STILL WIN USING MY SIGHT 
ON A SORT OF ON THAT GIRLY 
MENTAL AUTO- PINK-HAIRED GUY 

AND THAT 

ENORMOUS 

SQUINTY GUY 
AGAIN. 


IF EITHER OF THEM 
WERE REALLY THE 
SOURCE OF THAT 

[| BLINDING AURA, IT 
WOULD BE HUGE. 


FOR REASONS. 

THAT I'M NOT 

| | ENTIRELY SURE 
БА 


I HATE THIS. TONIGHT WAS ‚AND, OF COURSE, YET DAMMIT, LUKE, STOP 
‘SUPPOSED TO BE A SIMPLE BIT ANOTHER INSTANCE OF ME |") FANTASIZING ABOUT 
ОР ВЕСОМ, DAMMIT. AND NOW. FINDING AN OBVIOUSLY LOOKING FOR HIS 
THERE'S SUPER POWERED CLERK STRAIGHT GUY HOT. MARK MANUALLY. 


GIRL, А WEIRD LIGHT... | p 


LISTEN. THIS 

IS GONNA SOUND CRAZY, 

BUT I THINK YOU HAVE A 

MAGIC MARK SOMEWHERE 
ON YOUR BODY. 


= 1 
ΕΕΤΤ Y 
Sa PRE Soy АМЫ мама | 
Sone SEXT oF DAN NE | 


THINGS HAPPENED, AND I HAVEN'T 
'SEEN ANY MARK. 


M GOING TO 
NEED YOU то LOOK 
FOR МЕ. 


YOU WERE LAST 
TO FINISH. HEH. 


E —— 
NOTICE Т I HATE EVERYTHING 
NOTICE IT 


EVERYTHING'S RELATIVE, 
WHAT ARE eu yoy AND YOU'RE DEBATING 
YOU NERDS CALLIN eu ыы WHETHER ONE OF YOU 


= ON ABOUT? IS A WIZARD, SO VES. 


Då 4 


IM THE 
COOL GUY ON 
CAMPUS NOW. 


SO WHAT'S I WAS JUST TEASING m 
WITH THE TEDD ABOUT HIS CARD CARD GAME 
WIZARD TALK? GAME ABILITIES! “ABILITIES. 


(WELL. YEAH! DUDE KEEPS ADMIT IT! 
FINISHING HIS MATCHES YOU'RE a | Nor A wizanb. r W aw, come 
‘SUPER FAST, AND HE'S AM OPPOSED ТО | ON! YOU CAN 
ONLY LOST ONE бАМЕ! THAT STATEMENT А TELL US! 

FOR REASONS. 


THAT'S NOT ALMOST EVERYONE 15 JUST UST NEED. 
ENOUGH TIME TO HANGING OUT AT THE TABLES EE caer 
GET TO KNOW THAT WAITING FOR THE NEXT ROUND. | | OTHER FLASH, 
GIRL BETTER, BUT I INCLUDING THAT BIG GUY. Т CAN | | "ier CASES 

CAN TRY "LOOKING" CHECK THEM ALL EASILY. 


COULD YOU. TRUNG SURE pu sure ru. WP: GUARANTEE 
Aase vision OF ласа AA | туст. тиит БЕЗ 
yours то check Å “foio aeour å ОТЕВАЦУ JUST ЦИ won't меко @ "ве вотненео 

IF JUSTIN HAS Ж usana. А HAVE TO LOOK HIM OUT OR Cs 
AT HIM, RIGHT? МА ол с 


„WELL. IF HE 
15 MARKED, I 
‘APPARENTLY 

CAN'T TELL BY. 


HOW WELL DO LUKE? I ONLY JUST WHY 
You KNOW THAT ШЕ мет HIM TONIGHT. HE ARE УОЏ 
GREEN-HAIRED SEEMS NICE, THOUGH, ASKING? 
GUY? AND JUSTIN LIKES HIM. 


HE WAS JUST USING HOLY CRAP. IF 
SOME SORT OF MAGIC SOMEONE IN THIS 
PROWESS DETECTION COMIC SHOP HAS 
‘SPELL! IF HE'S BEEN MAGIC ABILITIES, 
USING THAT ALL NIGHT. THAT GUY KNOWS 


BECAUSE I MIGHT NOT 
BE ABLE TO TELL IF JUSTIN 
HAS А MARK, BUT I АМ 
ΟΝΕ HUNDRED PERCENT. 
CERTAIN THAT GUY CAN! 


MY ABILITIES 
ARE TECHNICALLY 
MAGIC, RIGHT? 


FREAK OUT HAD NOTHING 
TO DO WITH ANY ATTRACTION 
TO ME: CONFIRMED. 


'OKAY, BUT, THAT DOESN'T МАКЕ HIM BAD, 
RIGHT? MEAN, WE'VE ESTABLISHED THAT AN 
IMMORTAL IS RUNNING AROUND GIVING PEOPLE 
POWERS THEY DONT KNOW ABOUT BUT WILL 
WIND UP USING BY ACCIDENT, RIGHT? 


AND JUSTIN LIKES. 
HIM AFTER SPENDING А 
ROUND WITH HIM. 


I THINK IT'S А 
GOOD BET THAT LUKE 
15 TRUSTWORTHY. 


УЕР! TOTALLY. 


THINK HE 
AND JUSTIN 
URE EACH 
OTHER 


WANT TO 
SEE THEM 
MAKE OUT. 


UKE-Like, 
RELATION- 
SHIP LIKE. 


AND ANYONE WHO DISCOVERED THEY HAD SUCH 
АМ ABILITY WOULD NATURALLY USE IT A LOT! 
ESPECIALLY IF LIVING IN AN AREA WITH HIGH. 

CONCENTRATION OF MAGIC-USING PEOPLE, WHO 

KNOWS HOW MANY PEOPLE HAVE MARKS NOW! 


I'M CLEARLY MISSING SONE- 
THING. IS THERE SOME SPECIAL 
REASON YOU TWO ARE 50 READY 
TO ASSUME HE'S А GOOD GUY? 


SOUND LOGIC. 


WOULD MAKE JUSTIN 
HAPPY. AND STUFF. 


I. I DUNNO, I 


MEAN, WHAT HE WHY NOT? HOW WE KNOW HE 


KNOWS IS VAGUE, | f DONT WE BASICALLY Y, KNOWS IS SIMILAR TO 
AND WE CANT KNOW THE SAME j HOW HE KNOWS, BUT MY 

TELL HIM HOW WE WAY HE KNOWS? 

KNOW HE KNOWS. 


ABILITY... IT'S A BIG DEAL. 
IT'S SUPER RARE, MAYBE 
EVEN UNIQUE. 


© 
| V NOW. YOU ARE A FAR. 


THAT ABOUT How you ἃ MORE DANGEROUS 
KNOW FOR SURE? RARITY... 


р GRACE, COULD YOU — 
PLEASE HAND ME THAT 


PRINTOUT? IT'S THE FINAL 
ROUND PAIRINGS. 


IT'S JUST 
THE WIRELESS 
PRINTER. 


I'M PLAYING 
AGAINST LUKE, 
ARENT I. 


WELL, THE BIG 


mw м 
Επ Wray We 2a Tey To | 
ΚΝ Дтакто Hm Baur m py 

Под бија 


САМ WE? 


THAT LEAVES THAT BLONDE 

GIRL AND PINK-HAIRED GUY. 
WHO'S TALKING TO SUPER 
POWERFUL GIRL.. GREAT. 


AND 
THAT'S 
EVEN 
SCARIER 


NOBODY ELSE 
HANGING OUT. 
AT THE TABLES. 
DOES, EITHER. 


TM AFRAID TO CHECK! 
IF HE'S THE SOURCE OF 
THE FLASH AND FRIENDS 

WITH HER THAT COULD 


PRETTY SURE "SHE'S 
5 BOYFRIEND, 


š NOW. TOO, 
1 AND HE LOOKS FLAT 
AS A PANCAKE, 


YOU NEED NEW. DOES THIS MAKE 
GLASSES, THEN, US BI-CURIOUS, OR 
BECAUSE SHE. и ARE SOME DUDES 

UST THAT GIRLY? 


"HE WAS А ` 
AND HIS HAIR 


CHANGE 
Ë 


E HOLY CRAP. НЕ 

THOUGHT I Y ACTUALLY CHANGED. ZE WHAT Y 
IMAGINED IT, £ 4 
BUT. A 28 


THIS MEANS? 


TEDD IS A SEX 
CHANGING SPACE 1 WHAT? HE 

АШЕМ HERE TO STUDY HAS A GIRL 
HUMAN SEXUALITY! ear å MODE. 


STRANGE AND. 
POWERFUL AURAS. 


WHAT IF THEY ARE IT WOULD EXPLAIN WHY 
IENS? IS THAT EVEN THAT "THEY'RE DIFFERENT. IT 


'ARFETCHED А NOTION? MIGHT SOMEHOW EXPLAIN 
THE BRIGHT LIGHT. IT. 


IT MIGHT EVEN 
EXPLAIN WHERE THE 
‘MARKS CAME FROM. 


(“ВаШе” = best two out of three 


YOUR ARGUMENT 15 SERIOUSLY "THAT 
GUY IS HOT AND I WANT TO SEE HIM 
MAKE OUT WITH MY HOT FRIEND"? 


BUT. WAIT. SO. 
YOU KNOW FOR 
SURE THAT НЕ 

KNOWS YOU, GRACE 

AND JUSTIN HAVE 
MAGIC? 


RIGHT, RIGHT, AND 
ТНАТ COULD ВЕ BAD, 
BUT... HE ALREADY 
KNOWS, RIGHT? 
MAYBE WE SHOULD 
JUST TALK TO HIM 
ABOUT IT? 


IF HE'S BEEN 
"LOOKING" AROUND 
ALL NIGHT, THEN 
YEAH. NOT ONLY 
THAT, BUT... YOU SAID 
SOMETHING ABOUT A 
FREAK OUT"? 


I UNDERSTAND COMPLETELY. BUT! WE 
NEED TO THINK BIG PICTURE, HERE. AND 
THAT PICTURE IS... WELL. Т/М NOT SURE 
WHAT THAT PICTURE IS. BUT HE KNOWS 
MORE THAN I'M COMFORTABLE WITH. 


SEE, NOT ONLY IS 

THAT SUSPICIOUS, BUT т 

SUGGESTS НЕ COULD TELL 
THERE WAS SOMETHING 
SPECIAL. ABOUT GRACE. 


YEAH, HE ВАМ 
OFF AFTER НЕ 
FIRST SAW 
NE, BUT НЕ 
CAME BACK 


I AM PRETTY SPECIAL. 


SORRY. I'M SO USED 
TO KEEPING THIS STUFF 
А SECRET THAT YOUR. 
SUGGESTION MADE MY 
BRAIN FREEZE. 


HOW COULD НЕ NOT 
NOTICE THE EARRING?! 
IT'S SO BLUE AND 

SWEET АКО. 


BLAH BLAH CHANGE 
BLINDNESS BLAH 


PSYCHOLOGYYYY~! || ses nor coma тже a mover n 


‘OKAY, CALM DOWN. 

THERE'S ONE ROUND LEFT, 

AND YOU'VE STILL GOT A. 
TOURNAMENT TO RUN. 


COULD BE BECAUSE HE DOESN'T WANT 
TO, OR BECAUSE HE DOESN'T REALIZE 
I'M GAY, OR MAYBE HE'S STRAIGHT. 


I'VE HEARD WORSE 
EXCUSES TO PUT 
OFF DOING SOME- 
THING SCARY! 


MAKING IT SUPER. 
INAPPROPRIATE TO ASK HIM 
‘OUT BEFORE IT'S OVER. 


IF IT IS REAL. 

WHY WOULD I 

DREAM ABOUT 
m 


15 THIS ONE OF 
MY COOL ALIEN 
HYBRID POWERS, 
LIKE BEING SUPER 
GOOD AT MATH? 


THE CUBE 
АООТ OF 
857375 15 95/ 
KABLAMMO! 


THAT FLOATING 
GIRL WHO WAS 
ON THE NEWS! 


‘ASSUMING THE 
DREAMS ARE REAL 
AND SHE WASN'T 
JUST IN THEM 
BECAUSE I SAW 
HER ON THE NEWS 
AND STUFF. 


OR MAYBE SOMEONE 
TRIED TO TELL ME 
SOMETHING THROUGH 
МУ DREAMS! 


WHAT IF 
THE IMMORTAL 
HERSELF- 


"HERSELF"? 
WAIT... I 
SAW НЕА. 


SHE'S THE 
IMMORTAL WHO'S 
MARKING PEOPLE! 


I ACTUALLY 
WOULD LIKE TO 
CHECK му COMIC 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
FOR NEW 
MICS NOW. 


— 


DUDE, we've TALKED | | 
стена ABOUT THIS. YOU самт тм NOT 
р. THINK ABOUT ALIENS. 


r Г WEIRDED OUT? 
GRUMPY. IM УНАУ 
AND PLAY CARD GAMES WEIRDED QUT. 
АТ THE SAME TIME. YOU 


WHAT? NO IT'S 

DATE A DUDE IF NOT. IT'S MORE 
THEY TURNED LIKE THE EXACT 
INTO A GIRL. OPPOSITE. 


THATS. BESIDES, TN 
THAT'S GAY, WOULDN'T 
DUDE. MATTER TO 
YOU IF I WAS 
GAY, RIGHT? 


YEAH IT WOULD 
MATTER! WHAT IF YOU HIT 


THAT'S REALLY NOT 
ON ME OR SOMETHING?! 


SOMETHING YOU'D NEED 
ТО WORRY ABOUT. 


WHAT, тм NOT 
боор ENOUGH 
FOR YOU?! 


UNLESS I'M--YOU 

JUDGE WOMEN BASED 

ом THEIR LOOKS ALL 
THE TIME! 


CAN ВЕ GAY ALL THEY WANT IN 
PRIVATE! THAT DOESN'T MEAN I 
WANNA HANG OUT WITH THEM. 


WHAT ARE YOU. 
EVEN--DO YOU WANT 
МЕ TO HIT ON YOU?! 


CHICKS. WERE 
ASSUMING 
RE NOT 


WELL THAT'S 
6000... SORT 
OF. T GUESS. 


T'D LIKE TO THINK THAT 
YOU WERE GAY, YOU WOULD 
TOTALLY WANT ME. 


TM NOT, BUT. 

YOU REALLY HAVE А 

PROBLEM WITH GAY 
PEOPLE? 


UNLESS ТНЕУВЕ LADIES, 
BUT THEN ALL WOMEN ARE 
‘SECRETLY BISEXUAL. 


SCIENTIFIC FACT. 


x 


I AM NOT 
WHAT THREATENS 
THE FOREST! 


MN 


TM во 

То ATTACK 
WITH му 
PIRATE! 


THEN I CAST SHRINK 
'ON YOUR PIRATE! 


0 Damage 
0 Damage 


Target has 0 Attack / 1 
Health until end of tum. 


THIS GUY HAS А 
REALLY ANNOYING 
PLAY STYLE, 


THIS GUY'S ENTIRE PLAY 
STYLE 15 ABOUT CONTROL. 


HE'S NOT 
INTERESTED IN 
WINNING WITH 


АТ LEAST, NOT 
EARLY IN THE 
GAME. 


DRAWING EXTRA CARDS, 
CANCELING SPELLS... HIS 
STRATEGY IS TO LIMIT HIS 
OPPONENTS OPTIONS WHILE 
MAXIMIZING HIS OWN. 


HE'S PATIENT, HE 
WON'T SHOW HIS PLANS 
BEFORE HE NEEDS TO. 


IS THIS JUST HOW HE. 
PLAYS THE CARDS HE'S 
BEEN DEALT. 


OR IS THIS THE 
SORT OF PERSON 


RIGHT! SORRY. I 


Mon-Weds-Friday story comic week. EGS:NP MWF, Sketchbook/Comments every weekday 


WHO'S TOTALLY 
COMMITTED TO 
REFORMING, 


Costs 5 Energy to play. Angel 


Flies, cannot be the target of spells, Only one 
Van Angelsting may be in play at a time. 


Reduce all damage dealt to Van Angelsting 
by Vampires to 0. 


Van Angelsting gels +1 to Attack for each. 
Vampire your opponent controls. Angels you 
control have +2 Health. 


* Current stats = 5 Attack / 5 Health 


You better believe. 
Van Angelsting паз 

vowed to snap all the. 
Vampires in һай. 


OKAY. OKAY, I 


ANYTHING I CAN ATTACK WITH, EVEN 
ALUDRAKRALA LOSES TO ANGELSTING, 
АМО ANGELSTING WILL SURVIVE. 


ICANT | 
GO ON THE 
OFFENSIVE. 


IF SAM ATTACKS WITH 
ANGELSTING ON HIS NEXT 
TURN, HOWEVER, THAT. 
WOULD LEAVE HIM OPEN TO 

ATTACK ON МУ TURN. 


LAND IF HE ATTACKS WITH SOMETHING ELSE, 
ALUDRAKRALA WILL KILL IT. AND BECOME ABLE 
TO SURVIVE A FIGHT WITH ANGELSTING, AND 
MY OTHER VANPIRES WILL GET BOOSTS, TOO. 


Retum target 
monster to their 
owners hand. 


Enchanted monster 
cannot fy. 


Enchanted monster has 
“3 Attack, +3 Health, and 
cannot attack. 


Flip a coin when- 


ever enchanted 
monster attacks, 
blocks, or uses 

an ability. I tails, 
they do nothing 

instead. 


Ténguinunus тепе monster 


"6000 
JOB IN THE 
TOURNAMENT. 
LUKE! ALSO, 
I'M GAY. ARE 
YOU GAY. 
Too?" 


YEAH, 
THAT'S 
PERFECT, 
JUSTIN. 
VEESH. 


I DONT WANT TO 
DISTRACT JUSTIN FROM 
HIS JUDGIENESS, BUT HE 
DOESN'T KNOW THAT 
LUKE MOST LIKELY HAS 
А MARK AND KNOWS 
ABOUT HIS MARK! 


OR, MOST LIKELY, 
THAT HE EVEN. 
HAS А MAGIC MARK 
ON HIS BACK. 


OR THAT 
TEDD. 


I DONT 
THINK JUSTIN, 
OR ANY OF US, 
TECHNICALLY 
HAS A "RIGHT" 
TO KNOW 
ABOUT LUKE'S 
ABILITY. 


IT IS SORT oF 
LUKE'S BUSINESS 
IF HE HAS MAGIC 
IN THE SAME WAY 
IT'S MY BUSINESS. 
THAT I CAN 
SOLVE COMPLEX. 
MATH IN MY HEAD 
WHILE TURNING 
INTO А SQUIRREL. 


то BET му 
LEFT ANTENNAE 
THAT JUSTIN 15 
WORKING ОМ 
WHAT HE'S GOING 
TO SAY TO LUKE 
AFTER THE 
TOURNAMENT, 


WOW. WE HAVE 
NOT KEPT JUSTIN IN 
THE LOOP TONIGHT. 


BUT THAT 
DOESN'T CHANGE 
THE FACT THAT 
WE DO KNOW. 
AND IT WOULD. 
ВЕ А DICK MOVE 
NOT TO TELL 
JUSTIN BEFORE 
НЕ TALKS TO 
LUKE! 


WHATEVER А 
"DICK MOVE" 
IS, BUT IM 

ASSURED IT'S 

BAD. 


FOR ADDITIONAL 
REASONS, I MEAN. 


UH... YEAH. ΤΝ GAY. THAT'S 
RT OF МУ BUSINESS, BUT 
'S NOT EXACTLY A SECRET. 


WHAT AM I THINKING? HE'S TEDD/ НЕ HELLO! YOU ICH asr 
PROBABLY TURNED А TOY FROM A KID'S MEAL HERE FOR THE (GH NO, JUST. 

INTO А RADAR FOR MAGIC OR SOMETHING, TOURNAMENT? ECHING ST 
4 


GRACE 
модом 
FUNG THIS АТ 
ME IF THEY ү 


WEREN'T 
SURE. 


YOU'RE THAT GUY WHO 
KICKED THAT FIRE DUDE INTO 
THE RIVER, RIGHT. , 


IF LUKE IS LIKE WHICH MEANS AT ‘MEANWHILE, I'M THAT GUY | | A MOST LIKELY 
DEX, HE WAS. SOME POINT, LUKE WHO FOUGHT AFIRE DUDE | | GOOD GUY WITH 
GIVEN А MARK Ш FOUND HIMSELF ABLE ALONGSIDE A SUPER HERO. WEIRD POWER. 
WITHOUT HIS TO SENSE MAGIC AND 

NO CLUE WHY. 


WITH ALL THE. 
AMBIENT MAGIC 
АМО SOME- 
THING RUNNING 
AROUND GIVING 
PEOPLE MARKS, 
WHO KNOWS 
WHAT HE'S 
SENSED? 


АКО СОТ MORE THAN HE BARGAINED 
FOR WITH GRACE, THE MOST RIDICULOUSLY 
‘OVERPOWERED PERSON IN MOPERVILLE. 


HE DIDN'T COME 
HERE FOR THE 
TOURNAMENT. HE 
CAME HERE TO 
SEE IF I REALLY 
HAD MAGIC. 


PROBABLY 


HOPING TO 
FIND SOME 
ANSWERS. 


YOU MAY AS WELL MAKE 

YOUR MOVE! THE RESOURCES. MEAN, "RUN OUT 

ОР THE FOREST WILL SOON ОР RESOURCES"? 
RUN OUT! SOMEHOW! 


J тм NOT SURE HOW THAT 
WOULD HAPPEN WITH A. 
FOREST, BUT I'M TRYING ТО 
'STICK TO A NARRATIVE! 


ин, YOUR DECK? 
IF YOU HAVE ТО 


DRAW A CARD, BUT 
THERE ARENT ANY [m OUT OF YOUR FORTY 


rs жө, | ыр гаш, 


WITH OUR TURN YOU NEED TO WIN 
ORDER, YOU'LL RUN WITHIN YOUR NEXT 


THE MINIMUM DECK SIZE 15 
FORTY. AND I COULDN'T DECIDE 
WHAT TO TAKE OUT. SO. ОН. 


===] 


BUT I HAVE 
А FORTY-TWO 


TIME IS ALMOST UP IN 
THE ROUND AND I CANT 
END THIS STALEMATE IN 
AWAY THAT TLL WIN... а 


WAIT! NO BLOOD HAS 
BEEN SHED! IT DOESN'T 
NEED TO START NOW! 


IT'S MY DUTY TO REMOVE 
AS MANY FIENDS FROM 
THIS FOREST AS I CAN. 


А DRAW? BUT... 


EVEN IF I ATTACK, 


YOU'LL STILL WIN. 


‘COULD ONLY BE RESOLVED 
WITH COMBAT, BUT YOU 


YEAH, BY TOTAL DUMB 
LUCK. THIS WHOLE GAME 
WAS EVEN. LET'S END. 
IT AS SUCH. 


HAPPENS NOW? 15 
THIS A DRAW? 


WELL, WHAT DO 
YOU EXPECT WHEN 
YOUR DECK 5 AS 
SLOW AS YOURS? 


WE HAVE FIVE MORE TURNS 
TO FINISH THIS GAME. IF 
NEITHER OF US HAS WON 

BY THE END OF THOSE FIVE 


ОН. GOOD. FIVE TURNS. 
FIFTY MINUTES WASN'T. 
LONG ENOUGH, BUT FIVE 
TURNS? THAT'LL DO IT. 


А5 SLOW AS MINE? YOUR. 

DECK IS LIKE А GLACIER! JUST 
CANCELING AND ENCHANTING 
EVERYTHING AND NEGATING 


ANNOYING, 


IWAS 
‘SURPRISED 
WHEN You 

WENT ALONG 

WITH MY 
NARRATIVE. 


NO, THIS 
WAS MY FIRST 
TOURNAMENT. 


ОН. НЕСК YEAH! 
BUUUT PROBABLY 
NOT NEXT. 
WEEK. I'M, UH, 
STILL ON AN 


I'M ACCUSTOMED 
TO ROLEPLAYING. I 
PRETTY MUCH PLAY А 
ROLE EVERY DAY. 


DAMN. YOU DID WELL. 
EVEN BY NON-NEWBIE 
STANDARDS. 


SAME, ТМ USUALLY 

HERE EVERY OTHER WEEK. 

I JUST SORT OF WANDER 
ON MY OFF-WEEKS. 


Y; ОН REALLY? = мо. FRIDAY NIGHTS 


] АВЕ WHEN I'M AT 


YOU EVER PLAYED IN THESE 
TOURNAMENTS BEFORE? 


HE GAVE YOU 
SOLID ADVICE. THAT'S 
LIKE A BIG HUG IN 
 GEORGE-SPEAK. 


I... бот GOOD 
ADVICE FROM MY 
FRIENDS AND 
GEORGE. I GUESS 
GEORGE IS А 
FRIEND? 


YOU SEE 


YOURSELF PLAYING 
Е AGAIN? <l 


z т Tin NOT DISSING 
Тас ARE YOU ATTER тке rosary ЫТ. 
ке ne бит ALLA DATE TX THM TRUST SUGGEST 
ОТА Dare ME COULD HAVE FUN AND We Go Sonewnene 


BETTER. IT DOESN'T HAVE TE TESTOR A 


ТО GO ANYWHERE. FRIDAY NIGHT, AND. 


nere 
CEA ES amm 
SOUNDING LIKE А || То DO SOMETHING NEXT SOMEONE DOING 

DATE. I'M SORRY, I WEEK AFTER WE'D. THAT VOU THEN. 
DOSE ЧО ES 
ГОГЕН 

eden 


IT'S NOT LIKE YOU'RE HITTING. 
ОМ ME DURING A GAME AFTER WED 
JUST MET OR SOMETHING. A 


Y "TTE 
YOU OUT ON YOU KNOW WHAT? 


WHAT FUTURE | | YEAH. LET'S DO SOME- 
HISTORIANS MAY THING NEXT FRIDAY. 
ов MAY NOT CALL ЈП 

А "DATE", SO... 


оң, HEY! IS 

THE TOURNAMENT 

OVER? I HEARD YOU 
CALL TIME. 


ALMOST. 
TEDD AND 
LUKE ARE IN 
‘OVERTIME, 
LISTEN, 

OH, 


DID I READ YOUR NOTE 

RIGHT? LUKE CAN DETECT THAT 

WE HAVE MAGIC, PROBABLY НАЗ 
А MAGIC MARK. 


AND THERE'S NO 
REASON TO ASSUME 
HE'S BAD? 


YOU DID! SECRET 
MESSAGE FIVE. 


ANYWAY, WITH 
THAT BEING THE CASE, 
I THINK I SHOULD TRY 
AND TALK TO LUKE 
ALONE AFTER THE 
TOURNAMENT, 


ALONE? 


IMAGINE YOU 
SUDDENLY GET A 
STRANGE SYMBOL 
ОМ YOU THAT YOU 
CAN'T EXPLAIN, 


I FOUGHT А FIRE 
DUDE ALONGSIDE 
А SUPER HERO! 
6000 GUY. 


THE VERY FIRST 
THING LUKE ASKED 
ME WAS IF I WAS 
THAT GUY WHO 
KICKED THE FIRE 
DUDE INTO A RIVER. 


AND START 
SEEING WHO ELSE 
САМ DO MAGIC IN 
А TOWN FULL OF 
EXCESS MAGIC AND 
SOMETHING GIVING 
PEOPLE MAGIC 
ABILITIES. 


JUSTIN, THERE'S NO. Å 


REASON TO ASSUME. 
HE'S A BAD GUY, BUT. 
THAT DOESN'T MEAN НЕ 
ISN'T. AND WE DON'T 
KNOW THAT HE HAS А 
MARK. OR IF SENSING IS. 
HIS ONLY ABILITY! 


I'M PRETTY SURE HE CAME HERE TO SEE 
ME IN THE FIRST PLACE, AND ALMOST LOST 
HIS NERVE AFTER SENSING YOUR POWER. 


THAT BE А REASON 
TO SEE you? 


IF YOU KNEW OF SOMEONE WHO PROBABLY 
HAD MAGIC AND WAS A CONFIRMED GOOD GUY, 
WOULDN'T YOU WANT TO TALK TO THE? 


YOU'RE А 
"CONFIRMED. 
6000 GUY"? 


ТМ NOT TOO WORRIED ABOUT HIM BEING 
DANGEROUS. HE'S WAY TOO SKITTISH TO MAKE 
МЕ THINK HE'S GOT А SUCKER PUNCH READY. 


IT'S A RISK ЕМ WILLING BESIDES, EVEN IF YOU'RE BUT... SARAH, ΤΕΌΟ, 
TO TAKE. I THINK HELL BE НОТ HERE, YOU'RE STILL AND I TALKED ABOUT 
MORE COMFORTABLE JUST PROTECTING ME. TALKING TO HIM, BUT 
TALKING TO ME. WE HADN'T ACTUALLY 4 
DECIDED WHETHER... 
HE KNOWS WE'RE FRIENDS, 
AND HE CLEARLY DOES NOT 
WANT ON YOUR BAD SIDE. 


OKAY, BUT HOW MANY ANSWERS? 
ARE YOU PLANNING TO TELL HIM LOKAY, YEAH, 
ALL ABOUT HOW MAGIC WORKS? THOSE ARE 6000 

HOW HE MIGHT AWAKEN MORE QUESTIONS. UM. 
POWER? WHAT I AM? HOW YOU 
KNOW ALL THIS? 


YOU WERE THINKING OF 
NOT TALKING TO HIM? THE 
POOR GUY ALREADY KNOWS 
WHO HAS MAGIC. AND HE'S. 

PROBABLY IN THE DARK BEYOND 
THAT! HE NEEDS ANSWERS! 


TLL SAY I CANT AND ги. STICK TO MAGIC WHICH IS ALL ACTUALLY, 
REVEAL МУ SOURCE, MARKS, AND THAT SOME TOTALLY TRUE, со W were PRETTY 

BECAUSE IT WOULD PEOPLE HAVE DIFFERENT I WOULDN'T EVEN EE ретп 
BETRAY A TRUST. KINDS OF MAGIC, WITHOUT BE LYING! CREEPY LITTLE 
ELABORATION, AND, UH. ne 

NEWS IS 
THAT WE DON'T BEHIND THE 
KNOW WHERE THE MARKS MARKS, 
ARE COMING FROM. 


"ATHIPLACE]WINNERG]RECEIVER | VS RU] PLACE WINNERS 


(ONES PACKXOFICARDS! ЕГРАСКОТОРЈСАЌО5! 


Game 1, шт 2 


Game 1, шт 10 


WOW! THAT WAS. 
А FANTASTIC PLAY! EA 


Game 2, turn 2 


YOU'RE NOT 
BLOCKING? BUT 
YOU'LL LØSE! 


THERE'S NO 
POINT! I DON'T 
STAND A CHANCE 
AGAINST YOU. 


Game 2, turn 4 


T'M STUDYING COMPUTER INFORMATION 
SCIENCES. IT'S REALLY COMPLICATED. 
STUFF. YOU KNOW. 


Game 2, шт 7 


I'M CURRENTLY WORKING. 
ON THINKING UP SOMETHING. 
THAT'LL TOTALLY BE THE NEXT 
FACEBOOK. SOON AS IT'S DONE, 
I'M GONNA BE SUPER RICH. 


Game 2, turn 8 


ТНАТ CARD REMINDS 
ME OF THIS ONE TIME I 
SAVED A PUPPY FROM А 

MOUNTAIN LION. PUNCHED 
IT RIGHT IN ITS NOSE! 


I SUMMON А. THIS 15 NOT THE 
GIANT PYTHON? FACE OF SOMEONE 
НЕН НЕН НЕН. ^| WHO IS INTERESTED. 
TAKE A HINT ALREADY 


50 HOW I THINK IT HAS TO. 

EXACTLY ARE | ( DO WITH WIN TOTALS UH, HI, SARAH... OH, YOU 
PLACES FOR BOTH ROUNDS тоо. UH, OKAY, UM. 
DECIDED? AND GAMES? JUSTIN 


WOULD KNOW BETTER 
THAN... ОН-ОН. 


I'M SORRY ABOUT 
HOW I ACTED DURING 
OUR GAMES. IT'S SORTA 
POSSIBLE THERE'S STUFF 
TM DUMB ABOUT. 


WAIT... HE 
HIT ON YOU, 
тоо? 


DON'T WORRY 
AND I DON'T ABOUT IT. I'VE SAID 
WANT THINGS TO ВЕ PLENTY OF DUMB 
WEIRD AT FUTURE STUFF IN THE PAST 
TOURNAMENTS. PLL MYSELF. 
BE BETTER IN THE 
FUTURE. 


УЕАН. SORRY. I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE A GIRL. I STILL THINK 
YOU'RE CUTE, THOUGH, SO 

MAYBE T'M ACTUALLY 


NECESSARILY A. THING THAT 15 
HAPPENING 


‘AND. OF COURSE. МУ 
w уврсти 
FOR НУ THAT DOESNT 
HARTON PIN MAKE HIM AN ALIEN IS 
авер cov 
"ЧТ соль зе ME. 


ИШӘ 
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I GUESS ги NOT THAT BLUE-HAIRED | 
EVEN SURE НЕВА | cuy DOESN'T SEEM 
"HE". THAT GUY SAID @ THAT BRIGHT. BUT IF 

PINK-HAIRED GUY MAGIC CAN CHANGE 
WAS A GIRL EARLIER. || HAIR, WHY NOT SEX? 


THAT... THAT'S 
А THING STRAIGHT 
GUYS LIKE, RIGHT? 
BOUNCING? THAT'S 
THE APPEAL? 


CARD GAMES. FOCUS ON CARD 
GAMES. IT' BE STUPID TO RISK 
SEEING THAT FLASH AGAIN JUST 
NOW, AND THERE'S NO WAY TO 
KNOW IF HE'S AN ALIEN. 


OR HOW STUPID. 
НЕ THOUGHT "HE'S 
ΑΝ ALIEN 


PURPLE-HAIRED. 
PINK-HAIRED GUY 
CHANGE SEXES IN 
THE MIDDLE OF A 
COMIC SHOP 
DURING A CARD 
TOURNAMENT? 


DID HE NOT 
MEAN TO 
CHANGE? 15 HE 
NORMALLY А 
SHE? WHAT 
MOTIVATION 
COULD THERE 
BE? 


IT'S PROBABLY NOT HEALTHY 
TO FANTASIZE ABOUT CHANGING 
MYSELF IN А WAY I WOULDN'T 
LIKE TO SEDUCE STRAIGHT MEN. 


BEATS WONDERING 
IF THIS GUY'S AN 
ALIEN, AT LEAST. 


THE WEREWOLVES ARE 
FOOLS, THEN. VAMPIRES ARE 
НОТ EVIL BY CHOICE. THEY ARE 
CONPELLED ТО HURT PEOPLE BY 
THEIR VERY NATURE. 


@ UH, THESE VAMPIRES 


WISH TO REFORM! THE 
WEREWOLVES ARE 
HELPING THEM! 


EVEN IF TRUE, I 
CANNOT TRUST 
THEIR SINCERITY. 


МУ VAMPIRES WANT 
TO DEFY THEIR NATURE 
AND MAKE AMENDS FOR 


THEIR NATURE 
SHALL STILL 
CONPEL THEM 


PAST MISDEEDS! 


THIS CAN ONLY BE HOW CAN YOU 
RESOLVED THROUGH KNOW THAT?! 
COMBAT. THERE IS 

МО OTHER WAY. 7 


TO DO EVIL. 


CAUSE WERE 
PLAYING А CARD GAME 
IN A TOURNAMENT. 


PLENTY OF PEOPLE UH.. SOME PEOPLE SURE. 
WHO USE "GAY" AS АМ BUT. FOR OTHER PEOPLE. 
INSULT REALLY DO IT'S JUST SOMETHING 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH THEY SAY, RIGHT? IT'S 
GAY PEOPLE. JUST AN EXPRESSION? 


PEOPLE PICK UP EXPRESSIONS FROM OTHER PEOPLE, 
AND ГМ SURE PLENTY OF PEOPLE DON'T MEAN ТО UH, NO. 
INSULT GAY PEOPLE, BUT THEY'RE DOING SO ANYWAY. L. YEAH, THAT 
WOULD SUCK. 


YOU LIKE IT 
IF PEOPLE 
SAID "THAT'S 
LARRY" AND 
ASSOCIATED 
"LARRY" WITH 
BAD THINGS? JÅ 


T MEAN, UH... SORRY! DID... DID I JUST. 
IT'S A BAD HABIT. ГЦ. ΕΑΙΝΤΙΥ OVERHEAR 
WORK ON IT. JUSTIN SAY HE'S..? 


WOW. SAYING 
GAY TO SAY STUFF. 
15 BAD IS GAY. 


UM, DUDE? I FROZE 
YOUR DIRE PENGUIN, 
NOT YOU. 


WHAT'S. JUSTIN'S. 
WITH THE PLANNING ТО 


AERIAL TALK TO LUKE 
ASSAULT? ABOUT MAGIC! 


ALONE! 


WITHOUT YOU. JUSTIN THINKS. HE SET SOME WITH THE 
HERE FOR EXTRA LUKE CAME НЕВЕ GOOD LIMITS LIMITS, I MEAN. 


MUSCLE. TO TALK TO HIM ἢ ABOUT WHAT HELL IF NOT THE 
BECAUSE OF THE Å TELL LUKE. YOU'D. WHOLE “TALK 


FIRE DUDE FIGHT. ‘APPROVE, TEDD. TO LUKE" PART. 


I TRUST YOUR JUDGEMENT I THINK IT'S ТОО "YOU'VE GOT MAGIC ON YOU” 

ON THAT, BUT... I DUNNO. LATE FOR THAT. HE MUST NO... "YOU EVER READ HARRY 

THIS... MAYBE WE SHOULD HAVE EXTENDED THE POTTER?" NO... "CAN YOU 
TRY TO STOP HIM? INVITATION BY NOW. TAKE OFF YOUR SHIRT?" YES. 


‘UL TELL THE GUYS 
WHAT LITTLE I'VE LEARNED 
AND WE'LL DECIDE WHERE 
ТО GO FROM HERE, 


оо You BELIEVE THAT 
LOVE МАУ BLOSSOM, 


TM ABOUT TO POLITELY 
BUT FIRMLY TELL EVERYONE 
ТО LEAVE, BUT I WAS HOPING 
YOU MIGHT STICK AROUND A 
BIT SO WE CAN TALK? 


I THINK YOU 
ORIGINALLY CAME 
HERE TO TALK TO 
ME ABOUT MY 
FIGHT WITH THE 
FIRE DUDE. 


VW. WHAT DON 
YOU WANT TO 


THERE ARE THINGS. 
I CAN'T TELL YOU 
WITHOUT BETRAYING 
OTHER PEOPLE'S 
TRUST, BUT THERE'S 
A LOT I CAN TELL 
YOU IF YOU WANT 
ME TO. 


AND THIS IS JUST 
А FRIENDLY CHAT 
BETWEEN ME AND YOU? 
NOBODY'S GETTING 
KICKED INTO A RIVER? 


I SWEAR ON 

MY HONOR AS A 

FAN OF CAPTAIN 
PICARD. 


V I THINK YOU SENSED SOMET! 
IT GRACE THAT SPOOKED YOU, BUT YOU 4 
WANTED ANSWERS ENOUGH TO COME BACK, AND Í 
U'VE BEEN TRYING TO FIGURE OUT HOW ТО 4 
CAREFULLY ASK ME ABOUT STUFF ALL NIGHT. 


I THINK YOU 7% 
HAVE QUESTIONS 
BECAUSE YOU GOT 


NOWHERE ONE 
DAY, WHICH IS 
HOW YOU WERE 
ABLE TO SENSE 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT GRACE. 


ANYTHING I CAN 
WITHOUT BREAKING 
PROMISES, YEAH. 
WAY I SEE IT. YOU 
DESERVE ANSWERS. 


REALLY? ^ 


Щ ол лт. 


J^ I Do, BUT rm МА 
TO PEACEFUL DISCUSSION. 
WOULD ВЕ FOR 
SLEEPING WITH GREEN 
WOMEN OR SOMETHING. 


NEW STORY COMICS WILL RESUME DECEMBER 29! 
FIND OUT IF GRACE FINDS GEORGE'S CORT THEN? 
NEXT WEEK: EGS:NP, SKETCHBOOKS, AND COMMENTARIES 


I GUESS JUSTIN AND 
THAT GREEN-HAIRED NERD 


ARE HITTING IT OFF. 


Беј 
( 


y 


I SAID "НАМРН". AND 
МО REASON. 


DOES GEORGE. 
LIKE JUSTIN? 


WELL, THAT'S 
EVERYONE BUT 
YOU THREE. 


YOU THROWING 
из our? 


NOT EXACTLY, 
BUT... HAS GRACE 
FILLED YOU IN? 


Yes, SHE 
HAS, AND TM 
WORRIED IT 
MIGHT BE A 
BAD IDEA. 


BLARGH. FINE, A | 
BUT I DON'T WANT то LÅ WITH HANGING 
GO ТОО FAR IN CASE QUT AT THE FAST 


YOU NEED US. FOOD PLACE NEXT 
DOOR WHILE 
JUSTIN TALKS 


YEAH, I JUST 
REALIZED HOW 


BAD IDEA OR NOT. 
ТУЕ ALREADY ASKED HIM, 
AND HE'S AGREED TO 
TALK TO ME ALONE. 


YEAH, IT FEELS LIKE 
OUR DINNER BEFORE 
THE TOURNAMENT WAS 


DON —q 
(Са SURE, sure. WELL. Y 
En μεν še ом Gun viv. J 

š у 


BUT. 


Pc 


) 


I REALLY 

оо! INC N 
u ABOUT HIS 
чә MAGIC MARK. 


NEXT STORY COMIC FRIDAY, JANUARY 2ND 


FROM THE DAY 
THAT WIZARD. 
ATTACKED? WHY DO 
YOU THINK THAT? 


JUSTIN? 


3 


LOOK, IF I DON'T A: OKAY THEN, THAT'S A 
QUICKLY, LUKE MIGHT LEAVE. I'M GONNA ARE YOU SECONDARY 
IS THERE ANY OTHER REASON GOING TO. ‘CONCERN 
YOU THINK I SHOULDN'T HIM OUT. РОВ NOW. 
TALK TO HIM ALONE? Too» 


PV THERE'S GOT EVERYTHING'S TOO 
SORRY ABOUT то BE SOME way | | ENCHANTED! WERE 


THAT. TEDO. HOW'D 
FOR ONE OF US || ARMED TO THE TEETH 
онен кае TO WIN! WITH DEBUFFED 


СОМЕ ON, WE'RE SMART! 
TM SURE THERE'S SOME WAY 
TO END THIS OTHER THAN ДУ 


E==3 
I ONLY SAID THAT GIRL 
HAT OTHER GIRL YOU REFERRED. 
TO AS "Τε 
COMPETITION"? 


Friday morning of the week Elliot asked Ashley out. στ 


THATS 


IT SEEMS ТОО Due 


MS Teo ELLIOT WANTS TO AND 


5АВАН'5 NOT BOTHERED BY 
IT, SO I GUESS IT'S NOT. 


I'M JUST SHOCKED 
НЕ ACTUALLY ASKED 
‘SOMEONE OUT! 


HALF THE CITY 
RIGHT NOW IT'S 
50 SHOCKING! 


DUDE'S VERY 
GRADUALLY 
BECOMING LESS 
STUCK IN THE 
MUD. 


AFTER ALL THE I TRY HITTING ON НЕ PROBABLY 
GRIEF SHE GAVE ME, DIDN'T HIT 
SHE'S GOING OUT WITH ом HER. WHEN 

‘SOMEONE SHE MET AT HAS THAT 
\ THE TOURNAMENT?! 1 EVER WORKED 
Y———^ FOR МЕ? 


"THIS ISN'T A SHE'S UNDER МО I'M NOT! WE'RE DOING 


YOU'RE 


SINGLES ВА! NO OBLIGATION TO THAT "ANGEL AND DEVIL ON 
VER THE SHOULDERS" THING! 


SURE LOOKS LIKE | | DATE МЕ. I HAVE NO 


RIGHT TO BE UPSET dr МУ, 


BACK, BRO! 


THAT'S COOL. 
SO WE MIGHT GET 


WENT ТО 
A REMATCH IN A JE WENT TO. 


MAN. 


